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N e began to ſcrape acquaintance with him, 
| A 2 and 


DISPUTATION 


BETWEEN 


4 Papiſt and a Jeu. Kc. 


Kind Sir, 


©0000 OURS of the 22d of this inſtant De- 
cember ] received; I give you my hearty 

Y : thanks for the contents. It may ferve in 
part for a requital, to remit you an account 

©2008 of a late conference between a Papiſt and 
a Jew, at my houſe. The occaſion was this: on the 


14th inſtant, being Friday, a [Jeſuit (one father S.) | 


whom I have always found moſt friendly and ingenuous, 


came to my houſe about noon to get a return for two 
hundred pounds in Paris: I readily complied with his 
requeſt, and deſired him withal to ſtay and take a ſhort - 
dinner with me. Without much importunity he was 
perſuaded : my dinner was only a diſh of falt-fiſh and a 


joint of pork roaſted : and tho' we had but ordinary 
chear, yet down we ſatꝭ and were very chearful. Before 
we had fully dined, in came L. the Few, to diſcourſe 


with me about a commodity that J had inquired after; I 


defired him alſo to fit down and bear us company. My 
wife knowing the man, and his manner, ſaid to him, 


Mr. L. Iam ſorry that we have nothing here that you: . 
can eat. Tam ſure, ſaid ſhe, (pointing to the pork, the 


only diſh remaining now upon the table) you are for none 


of this. Father S. (obſerving what ſhe faid, and ſup- 
Poſing IL. to be a Roman Catholick, and that this abſti- 


nence did ariſe from the ſame ſcrupuloſity with thoſe of 
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and afked him what countryman he was, and how. Jong 


he hadlived in this city. -I prevented the reply of L. and = 


told father S. that I judged he was miſtaken in my friend, 
that he was no Roman Catholick, but a eo; and re- 
frained pork not becauſe it was Friday, and fo forbidden 
by the church of. Rome, but becauſe it was fwines-fleth, ; 
and ſo pig ended it to be forbidden of God. 
here it wouſd have made you ſmile if ou had ſtood b 
and heard what a paroxyſm, 1 u7-4 r, there aivie 
between father S. and my wife about this queſtion, whe- 
ther he or the Jew had the greateſt ground of ſuch ab- 
ſtinence ; and to ſpeak ko partiality, ſhe put him 
hard to it. After the table was cleared, father S. de- 
ſired to have ſome more ſerious ound with L. and 
told him, that he wondered, how any man in his right | 
ſenſes could perſiſt in an Infideſity ; adding withal, 
t he would underta an hour 8 time to convince 
bim, that the promiſed Meſſiah u was come, and thatiJeſus 
of Nazareth was he. L. anſwered, that he was a trader, 


and altogether unfit to manage a controyerſy of that mo» _ 


ment; . and therefore deſired. to be excuſed from med- 
qling With it. F ather S. replied, that it. was more than 
robable there were ſome of their Prieſts or Rabbins in 
bs city, and that if he pleaſed he would meet the ahlelt 
gf them, and argue this point in his hearing, and he 
0 his conviction. and fatisfaction. L. conſented, 

and promiſed, if a convenient time and place were ap- 
pointed, to bring a friend with him for this, purpoſe. I 
ele * Zo og any ple : for the place of their 


fpr the time. IL. ee there might be po noiſe or ,np- 
25 given of this their intention; alledging that it might 
be of ill and dangerous eee thoſe of their re- 
.h igion, if it Gould come to the ear of the magiſtrate. 

Jereypon they agreed that there ſhould be no words of 
it, and that no perſons heſides my wit and , ſhould be 
preſent, but N and Us friend. 9 — this they 
parted, and all three came ien er fre time appoint- 
ed. I carried them up 22 a chamber xhich had a cloſet 


nography, 


in dit. « Whore, I had Pla 9 n was de xterqus in ſie 


ty 


nogriphy, and drew the table pretty near the cloſet· door, 
that he might hear and write all that paſt. When they 

were ſat, I made it my requeſt that an intimate friend of 
mine, who was in the houſe, might be permitted to come 
up and be an auditor. This was Mr. B. whom I had: 


habited like a gentleman. They ſaid, if he were 2: #2 "47 


friend of mine, and did deſire it, they had nothing a- 
gainſt i it. Whereupon J brought him in, and ſet him a 


chair at a little diſtance from the table. After a ſhort ſi- - 


lence,” father S. began and ſaid to L. I ſuppoſe this is 
your friend you ok of at our laſt meeting, at this houſe, 

2 promiſed to bring with you this day; L. anſwered, 
yes, it was; upon which they gave each other a friendly 
bow or ſalute. Then they firſt conſidered what ſhould 
be the main queſtion or ſubject-matter of their confe- 
rence; and at once it was reſolved into this, whether 
Feſus of Nazareth was the Meſſiab ? the next thing 
they conſidered was, whether this queſtion ſhould be ar- 
gued ſyllogiſtically, the one taking the part of an oppo- 


” nent, the — areſpondent? or whether they ſhould _ 


_ alternately deliver their conceptions in à continued diſ- 
courſe without interrupting one another ? L's friend, de- 
fired the latter way, becauſe he was not acquainted, as - 
he faid, with our way of arguing in the ſchools. A 
third thing they reſolved upon was this, that the confe- 
rence ſhould not laſt above two hours, and that neither of 
them ſhould ſpeak above half an hour at once. Having 
agreed to theſe three pretiminaries, father F. began; and 
after he had a little ſtated the queſtion, ſhewing whom - 
he meant by Jeſus of Nazareth, and whom be meant by 
the Meſſiah, he proceeded thus: Though I might 
urge many arguments to prove what I affirm, that Jeſus 
of Nazareth is the Meſſiah foretold by the prophets ; yet, 
I ſhall inſiſt only upon one, and that is, the many mi- 
racles that were wrought by himſelf, and by his follow- 
ers in his name; which were ſufficient to convince the 
world that he came from God, and that he was that pro- 
phet whom your fathers expected, and that God had pro- 
miſed. TI fearing that my ſcribe in the cloſet could not 
well hear father $. he ſpoke ſo low, (and indeed after. _ 
e underſtood I was not OY made bold to de- 
SU | A 2 = | lire . 
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fire him a little to liſt up his voice, which bexeadiltedida F? 


and withal followed his argument ſo cloſely, and peſt it 
ſo nervouſly, that I canfeſs, I was greatly confitmeꝗ there · 
; and concluded L. and his friend would become his 
converts, and wondered, with myſelf, what rejqinder 
could poſſihly be meditated by either of them. 
- His argument he thus formed: Ae that teſtified of 


himſelf that he was. the Mefliah, confirmed his teſ- 


timony by many infallible miracles, ich were wrought 
by himſelf and by his dollawers:iv his name, muſt needs 
he the Meſſiah : But Jeſus of Nazareth teftified thus of 
himſelf, and confirmed his teſtimony by many infal- 
ble miracles which were wrought by himſelf and by 
his followers in his name; therefore Jefus of Nazareth 
muſt _ be the Mefliah. The propoſition, ſays he, L 
fuppoſe, no rational man will deny, whatever bis pexſuaſi- 

nw matters of religion ; eſpecially if he underſtand 


dy miracles, as I do, ſuch wonderful works as are con- 
_ rrary to the courſe of nature, and above and beyond the 


reach of any mere creature, and as are the product of an 
almighty power. It cannot be imagined that God, wha 
is the faithful and merciful governor of the univerſe, 
would alter the courſe of nature, and ſet the ſeal of his 
omnipotency to a lie, and ſuffer the greateſt inducement 
of belief, to be made uſe of to draw the world into error 
and perdition. Two things I take for granted, nor can 
they be rationally gainſaid; firſt, That none hut God and 
ſuch as are aſſiſted by him, can work real miracles. Satan 
and ſuch as are ated and aided by him, may work won- 
ders, ſuch as may breed admiration in the beholders; but 
wo work miracles properly and ſtrictly ſo called, is above 


| the power of Satan, or any created being. This is the 


prerogative of him alone, whoſe power is infiaite and. 
unlimited. Secondly, That God never did, nor never will 
communicate” this power, to any, of working miracles 
to confirm a falſhood. To believe or affuem any ſuch 
thing concerning God, doth border at leaft upon bla 
phemy. It is as if God ſhould lend the Devil his ls Go] to 
fign his deluſions, and ſuffer it too to be done in his 
name: how then ſhould he govern the world in righte» 


| _—_ and how deplorable and remedileſs were the 


condition 


070 
candition of mortals, ſeeing they have no wa leſt 
cms . Ru themſelxes, 155 muſt run into Sony 


verable ruin, and entitle Gad to their ſeduction and per- 
dition? 


. That teſtimany then, which hath the atteſtation of = 1 


mals, is undouhtedly dixine. Hereby Moſes did prove. 
his miſſion from God.  Phargahb aa the Egyptians did 
not except againſt the argument, only they dard at 
leaſt for a ſeaſon, his works and wonders nat ſupernatu- 
ral, and chat their ſorcerers cquld vie with him in works 
of wonder; which, we read in Eæodus, they attempted. 
by enchantments and diabolical aſſiſtance; till at length 
they acknowledged a divine and ſupernatural power to 
work with Maſes, and ingenuouſly confeſſed that it was 
the finger of God. And had Moſes affirmed himſelf to 
be the Meſliah, and continued to work ſuch miracles to 
confirm i it, the &-ge/ztes and others had been obliged to 
believe it. They muſt have concluded, that no man 
could do the miracles that be oh d, except Gad were with. 
him, and wrought in and by him; and that God would 
never work with a deluder, and lend him his ſeal (as L 
ſaid before) to ſign bis deluſions, and deceive the world 
in his name. Maſes therefore never had that pretext, hut. 
— the people plainly of a Meſſiah to come, of a prophet 


God wauld raiſe up to them of het ED that 


ſhould. be like unto him, that ſhould come with ſigns. 
and 7 as he had done, vhom they ſhoyld hearken 
to 
Accontngts when Jeſus our Saviour was made of a 
Fanta, and manifeſted in the fleſh, the fulneſs of time 
en come, the main argument he uſed, to bring the 
d to believe in him, was this of ligns and miracles. 
crate it-was that he told his followers, that the works 
he wrought did bear witneſs of him; and when the Jews 
that were round him, aſked bim bow long he made them 
to doubt, and defired him to tell them plaialy if he were 
the Chriſt: be anſwered, that he had already told them; 3 
that the works which he did in his Father's name, did 
iltify of him. Yea, faid he, if J do not the auer of 
wy Father, believe me not: but if I do, although you 


lilieve nat u, beliewe. the ur And again fee 


Be. lie va 


i 3 Ws. 
Believe that I am in the Father, and the Father in me, 
or elſe believe me for the very works ſake. He tells them 
further, That 'if he had not done the works amongſt 
them that none other man did, or could do, they had not 

finned in not believing in him! This alſo we find to be 

the greater argument upon which fo many believed? 
when they ſaw the miracles that he did, they faid, 7. 547 
i of a truth that prophet that ſoould come into the 
World. They had been in doubt for a while whether 
John the Baptiſt was not the Chriſt; but they quickly 
conſidered that John wrought no miracles, but all things 
that John ſpake of Jeſus were true; and beſides, he had 
done many miracles, and therefore 1 many believed on him. 
Thus much for the demonſtration of the major propoſi- 
tion. 

NowT come to the aſſumption or minor propoſition, 
which is, that Jeſus of Nazareth teſtified of himſelf that? 
he was the Meſſiah, and confirmed his teſtimony by ma- 
ny infallible miracles which were wrought by himfelf 
and his followers in his name. That he teſtified thus of 
himſelf, is not denied. He told the Jews, Unleſs you be- 
lieve that I am he, you ſhall die in your fins. This was 
the main part of that good confeflion which he witneſſed 
before Pontius Pilate the Roman governor; and it was 
the main quarrel your anceſtors had againſt him: and 

though they expected about this time the coming of the 

Meſfiah, and that for good reaſons, becauſe Daniels ſe- 
venty weeks were run out, and the ſcepter was departed 
from Judah, and a law-giyer, from between his feet, and 

te like; yet they would not hear that Jeſus of Nazareth” 

' ſhould be the perſon. Alas! he had not the port and pre- 
ſence of a worldly potentate, ſuch as they dreamed of. 
When they ſaw him, there was no form or comelineſs 
for which they ſhould defire him. They hid their faces 
from him, and efteemed bim not, as was foretold by ee 

- ah the prophet. 

That, therefore, which remains to be proved, i is, that he 
confirmed this his teſtimony by many infallible miracles, 
which were wrought by himſelf and by his followers in his 
name. Let me begin with the miracles which he 


wrought himſelf, of which there was a very great _ m- 
„ I, 
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ber, and that of divers kinds; and theſe, were not done 
in a corner, but i in the face of the world, before multi- 
duden, and that in the preſence of, if not upon the per- 
ons of his greateſt enemies. His firſt miracle after his 
ſheying himſelf to 1 Was at a marriage · feaſt in Cana 
of Galilee, where e turned water, and a great quan ti⸗ 
ty of it, into wine. After that he fed, more than on&, 
a great multitude, even ſeyeral thouſands, with a few, 
barley loaves and ſmall fiſhes, which were fo miracu- 1 
louſly multiplied, that after they had eaten and were 
filled, his followers gathered up more fragments than 
there was at firſt in whole meat. He healed all manner 
of diſeaſes, whether the diſeaſed were preſent or abſeat ; 
and this he did, as likewiſe his other miracles, with 2 
word ſpeaking. Some of. thoſe wonderful cures he did 
on the ſabbath-day, for, which the Phariſees (his invete- 
rate enemies) did find fault with him, though they could 
not deny the matter of fact. He made the 3 to walk, 
the deaf to hear, the dumb to ſpeak, the blind to ſee 
concerning which the chief prieſts and elders had not on- 
ly the atteſtation of by-ſtanders, but the confeſſion of the 
parties themſelves, whom they curiouſly interrogate 
about the thing done, and his manner of doing it. He 
dcleanſed many lepers, and caſt out many devils, which 
his enemies beholding could not deny, but blaſphemed, 
and ſaid, that he did it by diabolical aid, and that he 
caſt out devils by Beelzebub the prince « of devils. Some 
who were dead he reſtored to life agajn, particularly one 
that Was carrying to his Save, and another that had lain 
pus time in his grave, èven till his friends ſaid that he 
unk. And this e did in fight of many Jews, who 
thereupon believed in him, having ſeen the WAY that 
he did ; yea, the chief prieſts conſulted about makin 'S 
away Laden, the perſon ſo miraculouſſy raiſed, becau 
that by reaſon of him, many. of the Jevnwent away, and 
believed. on Jeſus. 

The time limited for my diſcaure would fail me, ſhould 
I but inſtance in the twentieth pa rt of thoſe many uncon- 
trolled miracles which Jeſus Ai in the {pace of three 
years or thereabout. And when his hour was come, in 
Which ke dc he cut off, bci a, for bis ou. 2 
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(a the Prophet Daniel had foretold) and ſhould make. 


reconciliation for iniquity, and bring in an everlaſting 


e ; even when he hung upon the croſs, and 
was ma 


\ 


he temple was rent from the top to the bottom, and for 
the ſpace of three hours the ſun was darkned without any 
Eclipſe ; which was noted as a prodigious thing by the 


learned aſtronomers of thoſe times; one of which is re- 


ported to have ſaid, That either the God of nature ſuffer- 
ed, or the frame of the world ſhall ſuddenly be diſſolved. 
Yea, the centurion and his foldiers that attended, had 


fuch conſternation at the things that happened, that they 


feared greatly, and faid, truly this was the oe of God. 
But above all, his riſing again from the dead is moſt re- 
markable ; therein, he declared himſelf to be the ſon of 
God with powwer. I his fell out on the third day, as he 
himſelf had foretold : and if this one thing be cleared up, 
it is inſtead of a thouſand demonſtrations. Now, the 
greateſt evidence that we can poſſibly have of a thing of 
this nature, is the teſtimony or atteſtation of others. 
This then is atteſted by a cloud of witneſſes; they were 


not a few, but many, to whom he ſhewed himſelf alive, 


and that, many times after his paſſion, by many infallible 


proofs, being ſeen of them forty days, and ſpeaking of 
the things pertaining to the kingdom of God. There 
are but two things that can poſſibly be objected againſt 


their teſtimony. The firſt is, that thoſe perſons who 


were witneſſes of his reſurrection (as they called them- 


ſelves) might poſlibly be deceived, and that they ſaw a 


fantaſtical, inftead of a true, body. But this could not 


be, for they did not only fee, but feel and handle him 
yea, one of them put his finger into the holes in his 


hands and feet, and his hand into his fide, ſuch was his 


incredulity. They did not only feel and handle him, but 
they did alſo eat and drink with him after he roſe from 
the dead. If an argument drawn from all theſe ſenſes 


will not hold, how then can we be fure that we ourſelves, 


and all the perſons we converſe with, are not phantaſms 
and mere apparitions ? and how could the Jews be ſure 


that it was Jefus whom they crucified, and A 


e fin, and a curſe for us, then there was a quak- 
ing of the earth, a rending of the rocks; yea, the vail of 
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lowers could do it. The chief prieſts were aware that b 
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the ſepulchre ? In the ſame way that they were ſure 


of the one, his followers were ſure of the other. But 
if they were not deceived; yet, ſecondly, they might 


be deceivers: they might ſteal away the body of 
jeſus by night, and give it out that he was riſen from 
the dead next morning. Two things ſhew the ins 


credibility of ſuck a thing: 1. It is not credible his 


had ſpoken beforehand of his rifing the third day, and 
they foreſaw that if this happened, the laſt error (as they 


counted it) would be worſe than the firſt. Therefore 


they obtained leave of Pilate to make all ſure, and ſome 
of them went themſelves to ſee itdone, and then they 
placed a ſtrong and diligent watch to keep the ſepulchre. 


| But here it may be objected, that the watchmen fell a- 
ſleep, and then his diſciples came and ſtole him away. 


This indeed you Jews believe to this day, and we know 
your anceſtors hired the watchmen to ſpread abroad this 


Teport. But then, why were not they puniſhed for their 


careleſneſs and oſcitancy? and if they were aſleep how 
could they tell what the diſciples did ? and if they were 
awake, why did not they oppoſe them that did it? The 
keepers, for all their hire, did make another relation of 
what happened; how an angel deſcended with great 
ſplendor, whoſe countenance was like lightning, and 
rolled away the ſtone at the mouth of the ſepulchre, 
which did ſo terrify them, as that they became as dead 
men. Is it credible that the diſciples, if they ſtole away 
the body of their maſter, would ſtay to ſtrip him, and lay 
the linnen cloths ſo decently by themſelves ? would they. 
not rather have carried him away in his winding-ſheet, eſ- 
pegially when he was wound up in linnen with a mixture 
of myrrh and aloes, which hath a clammy and glutinous 


property? would they not have been afraid leſt any of 


the keepers ſhould awake, but ſtay and do ſo needleſs and 
difficult a work? but then, 2. as they could not do this 
if they would, ſo tis not credible that they would have 


done this if they could. Their writings, their converſa- 


tions, ſhew them to be perſons of great integrity and ho- 
lineſs ; whereas, if they had done this thing, and impoſed 
upon the world in this kind, they would have been a com- 

IPOS Ss FH ; | pany, 
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and wall: and be took bim by the right hand, and lift 
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| pany, not only of very wicked dk, but of ama 


devils. Mahomet's 3 would not have compa 

with it. What! to belye God in ſuch a manner, and to 
cry up faith in Jeſus as riſen again' from the dead, when 
he is fl under 5 power of death, and no otherwiſe ri- 
ſen. than as they ſtole him out of the grave! this would 


ſure been helli, unparalelled wickednefs, and to be ab- 


orred by all men of common honeſty. But to put this 
out of queſtion, there were other witneſſes of his reſur- 


rection beſides his immediate diſciples. He was ſeen in 
Galilee of above five hundred perſons at once ; many of 


whom lived a long while after to witneſs what they had 
ſeen: and had his diſciples and others conſpired together 
fo foully to belye God and their own conſciences, we 
may imagine it mult have been for ſome advantage to 
themſelves ; but contrary-wiſe, they knew that to profeſs 
Chriſt and the chriſtian religion, was to bring upon them- 
ſelves and theirs the greateſt odium and perſecution. _ 
Vea, God bimſefk would have abhorred ſuch miſ- 
creants ; but on the contrary, we find they are approved 


:of God, and that by many miraculous ſigns and won- 8 


ders which he did by them, and by that abundant mea- 


fure of his ſpirit which he poured out in extraordinary 


gifts and graces upon them. And this would have led 
me to the laſt term in my aſſumption, that Jeſus his teſti- 
mony of ' himſelf was confirmed, not only by his own 


miracles, but alſo by the miracles that his ones did - 


in his name. . For the truth is, they did as great miracles 
in the name of Jeſus, as ever he did in his own perſon. 


They cured all manner of infirmities, and that not lei- 


ſurely by the application of medicines; but ſuddenly and 
miraculouſly by a word ſpeaking. The very ſfradow of 
Peter, one of his diſciples, healed the ſick as they lay in 
their beds or couches in the ſtreets. A certain man aged 


forty years and upward, that had been lame from his 


mother's womb; was carried and laid daily at the gate of 


the temple, which was called beautiful, to aſk ams of 


them that entered info the temple ; to him this Peter ſaid, 
Silver and gold] have none, But ſuch as I have I give 
thee : in the name of Jeſus Chriſi of Nazareth, riſe up. 


Bim 
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Bim up, and immediately his feet and ancles received 1 

ftrength, and he entered into the temple, walking and | 

leaping, and praiſing God. This was manifeſt to all | 
them that dwelt in Jeruſalem, and acknowledged to be 
a notable miracle by ' the rulers of the people, and the 
elders of Ifrael. " Gne Dorcas that was dead, he reſtor- 
ed tolife with a word ſpeaking, which was known to all 
the inhabitants of Foppa, which occaſioned the conver- 

ſion of that town to the chriſtian religion. I might in- 
ſtance in the miracles that were wrought by other diſci- 
ples and followers of Jeſus. Let me conclude with a 
word or two concerning Paul, who was once mad againſt 
the chriſtians, and did zealouſly perſecute them in every 
city. He was miraculouſly converted by Jeſus Chriſt's 

_ appearing to him in the way as he went about this work 
to Damaſcus ; a great light ſhone round about him, 
which his companions ſaw as well as himſelf, and a voice 

ſpake to him, ſaying, Saul, Saul, awhy perſecuteſt tho 

me it is hard for thee to kick againſi the pricks. He 
was ftruck blind for many days : But after ſome time the 
eyes of his body and mind both, being enlightened, he 
preached that. faith which before he 8 and 
which is to our purpoſe, many ſignal and ſpecial miracles | 
were done by his hands; ſo that from his body were | 
| brought to the ſick, handkerchiefs, or aprons, and the | 
diſcaſes departed from them, and the evil ſpirits went out 
of them. But I forbear any further naming of theſe par- 
ticulars; and having thus clearly and fully proved the 
premiſes, I hope you will yield the concluſion, which is, 
that Jeſus of Nazareth is the Meſhah.” 7 
After a ſhort pauſe, L's friend, the Rabbi, broke 
ſilence, and ſpake as followeth : Sir, I defire you would 
have the like patience in hearing my anſwer, as I have 
had in hearing your argument. The queſtion before us 
is of the ene conſideration, both with us Jews, and 

- you chriſtians ; and you may imagine that before now, 

I have debated it both with myſelf and others. I remem- 
ber ſome years ago in Portugal I was aſſaulted with this 
very argument, proving Teſus of Nazareth to be the 
Meſſiah, by his working of miracles and finding that it 
was much urged by the WM I ſpent ſome time in 


ſtudying 
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Audhing that point, and formed an LE Bay to this argu- 
ment in writing, and that writing I brought. with, 7 
is 


- which I the rather did, becauſe my friend told me, t 
vas the ſubject. to be argued, and; I did; ſuppaſe you 

might haply attempt the proving of it by this very medi- 
um: and becauſe I have a bad memory, and ſpeak no 


| god, Engliſh, I ſhall beg leave to. make. uſe of my pa- 


pers.“ So having pulled a little manuſcript out of his pock- 


: et, and turned over a few leaves, he made a fold at the 


place he ſought, and laid it by him a while, and thus 
proceeded; As to that, Sir, which you called Your pro- 
. Poſition, I ſhall offer nothing i in contradiction to it, it 
ſeems to be founded on the greateſt reaſon ; nor will 
any of ours gainſay thoſe two poſitions you mentioned. 
1ſt, That God only can work real miracles. 2dly, That 
be will not, as I remember you well expreſſedi * ſer his 
| ſeal to a lie.  Febowah i IS a God of truth and righteouſ- 


neſs. 9215 3 


But, Sir, as to that which you called: your 2Mumptian, 


1 ie doth not in our opinion carry the like evidence and de- 
monſtration with it. For, to be plain with you, it dgth 
not appear to us, though Jeſus of Nazareth, did teſtify 
he was the Meſſiab, that he confirmed that teſtimony by 
ſuch infallible miracles, either of his own. or his followers, 
nor hath any thing been urged by you for the manifeſting 
thereof, but what you have found in your. own. books, 


Which yqu cannot but know are queſtioned by us as to 


their authority and verity. And ſurely had our fathers 


and the chief prieſts of our nation, ſeen, any ſuch -mira- 


cles doxe by Jeſus of- Nazareth, as your records do men- 
tion, they were men of that religion and learning, that 
they would not have ſo evilly intreated him, but would 
have paid him more reſpect and veneration. We believe 


therefore, as our anceſtors have believed before us, that 


. they were ſome of them forgeries and:feigned miracles, 
and that others of them (pardon the world) were diaboli- 
cal atchievements. And we are the more confirmed in 
this belief, becauſe your later records and chronicles do 
tell us of multitudes of miracles, which were wrought, 
as they ſay, by men and women of your religion, which 


ſeems to us to be very fabulous, yea ridiculous. Vet 
theſe 


(15) 
theſe are received amongſt you likewiſe, as certain and 
and infallible, and have the approbation of the church 
and of the high prieſt, whom you call the Pepe, | 
and the ſanhedrim of cardinals. And ſome of theſe do 
vie with the miracles of Jeſus and his diſciples, and ſeem 
to be much of the ſame ſort or kind. Let me name a few 
of many, and they are ſuch as I have taken out of great 
authors, and licenſed or allowed records. And pardon 
me, if T do not cite the author and places where they 

are 5 ; if you deſire it, I can produce my vouch- 
ers far every ſtory, and thoſe ſuch as ate authentick.“ 
Then taking up his little book, and putting on à pair of 
ſpectacles, he read as followeth : . Your books, faid he, 
do fitſt make mention of Jefus his miraculous concepti- 
on, before they tpeak of his, and his followers, miraculous 
actions. This I have heard, urged by others, though it” 
was omitted by you, how he was conceived of the holy | 
ſpirit, and then born of a' virgin without the knowledge 
of man. A like miracle is recorded in one of your Ames 5 
hiftorjes, publiſhed not long ſince with allowance ; how 
St. Kentigern's mother begged of Jeſus, that ſhe might 
imitate his virgin-mother in the conception and birth of 
a child: zccordingly within a little time ſhe finds herſelf 
with child, but often proteſts ſhe never knew any man. 
By the law of that country Where ſhe lived, ſhe mult be 4 
caſt headlong from the top of a high mountain. She 
weeps and prays, but the executioner does his work; 
down ſhe falls, but is ſo far from being killed or daſhed 
in pieces, that ſhe was not bruiſed or hurt. Then ſhe 
is carried. on ſhipboard many miles into the ſea, and 
there turned out into a fmall boat of leather, deſtitute of 
all human help; yet with great ſpeed and ſafety ſhe ar- 
rived at a far diſtant port; and landing, ſhe is delivered 
of that admirable faint, and miraculouſly conceived ſon, : 
Saint Kentigern. 

As to miraculous actions, the fore- mentioned debk 
and others of equal or greater authority, will afford 
plenty, that do not only compare with, but exceed the 
mlracles of Jeſus and his diſciples. As; for inſtance, your 
records ſpeak of Jebis his faſting forty days; and I can 
new vou N! it is IE of St. Patrick, that he faft- 

2 ed 
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ed a whole Lent (which, I think with you is forty DRY] 
without any human ſuſtenance ; where one St. Ardan is 


ſaid to faſt full fifty days, and to grow fatter upon it. 


And whereas it is faid, that Jeſus fed five thouſand. 
perſons with five loaves and two ſmall fiſhes ; St. Patrick 
is ſaid to have fed fourteen thouſand with one cow, two 
ſtags, and two wild boars; and it was talked how next 


day the cow was alive again. 


And as for Jeſus his turning water into wine, it is not 
8 much as is commonly affirmed of your prieſts, how 


Aer three or four words, they can turn wine 
and bread i __— nary and dat the fleſh and 


m 
blood of Jeſus himſelſ; bor rg you affirm he is aſcend- 


ed into heaven, and fh re remain till his ſecond 
coming. And it is recorded of one Odo an archbiſhop | 


ol Canterbury, that when ſome of his clergy did doubt 


of fuch tranſmutation or tranſubſtantiation, that he pray- 


ed with tears while E maſs, that God would 


convince them by a ſign; and the body of Jefus which 


He heid in his hands (that i is the bread) began to pour 


forth blood into the chalice ; which they W e „de- 


ſired the prelate to pray that the . ht be ang 
ed again, left vengeance ſhould fall upon 1 — for their 


incredulity; he doth fo, and it became wine. 


Again, whereas your records ſpeak how Jefus and his 


diſciples did heal all manner of difeafes, whether the 


diſcaſed were preſent or abſent, and that with a word 


ſpeaking: the like is alſo recorded of ſome of his mo- 
dern followers. Take for inſtance St. David, a great 
light of the church, as he is called: he invited St. Kined 


to come to his ſynod ; St: Kined excuſed himſelf, be- 


cauſe he was lame and crooked, unfit for ſuch holy com- 


pany, and unable for ſo great a journey: Whereupon 
St. David prays him ſtrait and found. But the other ſtill 


delayed his coming; upon which, St. David unprays _ 
bis former prayer, and he becomes lame and crooked a- 
gain. St. Bernard had great ſucceſs, as appears in your 
hiſtories this way, for he cured one in Spain of a fore diſ- 
eaſe whilſt he was in France; he cured one of a dropfy, 


by putting his own girdle about him ; another of the 
kead-ach, by _ him his cap to wear ; another 7 
Y 


/ EY os, 


lay dying, he reſtored by ( ending him his coat ; with 
many. more of the like kind. 
As for caſting out of devils, nothing is more ordinary 
than for your prieſts to do that feat by their exoreiſms; 
ur holy water with the ſign of the croſs, is ſaid to be 
frequently ſucceſsful i in this work. And 1 find in one of 


your hiſtories, how a woman was diſpoſſeſſed of ſeven 
devils at Lauretts,. . by callin; on the Virgin Mary for 
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that ee devil was Lad to it from him, by breaking 
down a wall, crying out, it did fo ſmart, once and again, | 
oh! | what hath this baldpate done? 
As for raiſing the dead, this alſo hath been frequently 
practiſed. St. Francis males one die that anſwered his 
diſeiples roughly when they would have borrowed his 
cart, and afterwards raiſed him up again, and reſtored 
him to life. A man and his ſon going a pilgrimage to St. 
James at Compoſtella, light upon a wicked hoſt, that 
firſt makes them drunk, and then puts two ſilver cups 
into their wallets; they are purſued, and being taken 
| _ tried, the ſon was hanged, the father goes on his 
age, and returned thirty-ſix days after, to the bo- 

5 8 fl ſon ſtill hanging; he maketh grievous lamen- 
WE till by and by the hanged ſon began to comfort 
him, ſaying, Moſt dear father, weep not, but rejoice, for 
1 was never better in all my life; St. James ſupports and 
comforts me with heavenly ſweetneſs: The father over- 
joyed, makes known the bufineſs ; the people flock tg 
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e 13 
gether, the man is taken down, and the hoſt hanged up 
in his room. „ 3 
I could ſhew you where St. David is ſaid to have raiſ- 
ed a boy from the dead, who afterwards waited upon 
him. St. Patrick to have raiſed one from the dead that 
was almoſt devoured by hogs. And St. Alban being to 
be martyr'd, people thronged to ſee his martyrdom, and 

crouding very hard by a deep river, many fell in and 
were drowned : the Saint perceiving it, prays that all 
Might ſee his paſſion ; and to that purpoſe the waters may 
bedried up : it was done accordingly, and thoſe that 
were drowned before, are now found ſafe at the bottom 
r „ 9 . 
Again, whereas it is recorded, that Jeſus rarſed him- 
ſelf from the dead: I can turn you to records in great 
credit with you, where ſome of your eminent Saints are 
reported to have done things little inferior thereunto. St. 
Dennis the patron of France, when his head was cut 
off, carried that head of his two miles in his hands. St. 
Winifred vowing virginity, was wooed by a king's ſon : 
to make her eſcape, ſhe pretends to dreſs her (for he 
found her much unready) and to return again ; but out 
of a back door ſhe goes, and makes towards the church: 
on the {ide of a hill the is overtaken by her ſuitor, whoſe 
love was turned into rage; and ſhe continuing in her ob- 
ſtinacy, he cut off her head, and there roſe up a well, 
which {till bears her name: the head tumbles down in- 
to the church amongſt the peopl „St. Benno takes it up, 
ſeeks the murtherer, and finds him wiping his bloody 
{word upon the graſs ; he pronounceth his curſe againſt 
him, Wwhereupon he falls down dead. Saint Benno 
often kiſſing the head, joins it to the body, covers it with 
his mantle, and goes to the altar to ſay maſs ; that done, 
to the body he returns and begins a ſermon, and prays 
for the virgin, whereto the people ſay Amen: PreſEitly 
the virgin riſeth up, as if it were from ſleep, wipes her 
face from Juſt and ſweat, and goes to the church to 
ive thanks: only where the ſection was made, there 
was à Circle Lke a white thread all her life. St. Clare, 


a noble Engliſhman, to avoid marrying a noble and _ | 
| | : U 
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tiful-virgin, runs away to Hance; there a lady falls in 


love with him; to eſcape her, he leaves the monaſtery he 1 


was in; this turns her kindneſs into fury; ſhe ſends two 


murtherers, who cut off his head; he riſeth ſtraight, * 


and with his hands takes up his head, carries it unto a 
fountain, into which he caſt it; thence he takes it again, 
and carries it into the oratory of his cell, and thence 
went forward to a little village near the river Epta; where, 
for ought appears, he ended his proceſſion. My allot- 
ed time will not ſuffer me to proceed, though I have col- 
lected ſome ſcores of theſe miracles; and indeed there 
is great plenty of them to be had. In one word, to con- 
clude, the miracles of theſe modern ſaints, exceed the 
miracles of Jeſus or his immediate followers ; for they 
are recorded to have delivered ſouls out of hell- torments, 
which Jeſus himſelf did never pretend to do. Gregory 
the great (one of your chief prieſts) wept ſo long for 
Trajan the emperor, that he obtained deliverance of his 
ſoul from hell, although we read, he was charged to aſk 
no more ſagreat a favour for any, atleaſt, that died un- 
baptized. So St. Dunſtan delivered king Edwir's ſoul 
from infernal torments ; and when the devils quarrelled 
with him about it, he ſtopped their mouths by aſking | 
them what reaſon they had to find fault with it, if Chri 
and he thought good to pardon him? St. Nicholas alſo 
delivered his own brother's ſoul from hell; though it coſt 
him fifteen days and nights praying and weeping, as St. 
Anthony reports. Now, Sir, I think I am even with 
you in point of miracles, and muſt tell you, that we 
Jews (koweverwe are charged with infidelity)-are not 
fuch infidels, or ideots rather, to believe a reality in any 
of theſe ſtories. Surely. the almighty. power would not 
trifle thus with mortals. Theſe are therefore either ar- 
rant forgeries, or elſe deviliſh atchievements; and we 
cannot but think the ſame of the miracles of Chriſt and 
his diſciples, becauſe the one are recorded' and received 
by you as well as the other: and therefore they are no 
proof that the teſtimony of Jeſus was divine, or that 
he is the Meſſiak.“ 5 


Father 


bangs it 
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Father S. fat all this while (as I could perceive) very 


uneaſiſy; and when the Rabbi had ended, he never 
looked up, nor made one word of reply; but his coun- 
tenance, as well as his ſilence, did argue him full of con- 
fuſion and diſturbance in his mind. I looked upon Mr. 
B. and ſhock my head; I feared occafion might be giy- 
en theſe Jews to triumph, if the conference-ended. thus; 
and that they would be hardened themſelves, and would 
alſo harden others in their unbelief and prejudice againſt 
the chriſtian faith; wherefore I hoped that Mr. B. Would 
take up the argument, and confute the Rabbi's cavils; 
nor was I diſappointed, for preſently he roſe up, and 
drew nearer the table, and ſaid, Sirs, you have greatly. 
obliged me, in permitting me to be preſent hitherto in 
the capacity of an hearer; and you will further oblige me, 
if you will permit me (now there has been ſo long a ſilence) 


to interpoſe a little as a ſpeaker. + As my diſcourſe is not 
premeditated, fo it ſhall not be prolix. The argument 
this worthy perſon hath urged to prove, that Jeſus. (our 
Lord and Saviour) is the Chrift, is of greater weight than 
to be ſo eaſily blown away: as you have already granted 
his major, ſo I queſtion not but you will alſo grant his 
minor propoſition, when I ſhall make it manifeſt, that 


there is a+ vaſt difference, or diſproportion, between the., 
pretended miracles that you have gleaned: out of ſome 


later writings, and the real miracles that were done by 
Jeſus, our Lond. and his immediate followers, as they, 
are recorded in the ſcripture. As for the former, falſnood 
and forgery are engraven upon them in capital letters. 
This will appear, if you conſider how the report of 
theſe mimcles comes not forth till many years after they 
are done; or there is no mention of a competent number 
of credible perſons that were witneſſes of the doing of 
them. Beſides, the greateſt number of chriſtians either 
never heard, or never approved, of any ſuch mĩracles; 
yea, there is nothing they have more diſowned, both by 
word and writing, than the legends of ſuch fabulous 
wonders; they have always accounted them as a ſubtle 


device of Satan, the old ſerpent, to diſparage the chriſtian 
religion, and the wicked policy of a certain ſect amongſt 


them to uphold an antichriſtian faction. Let it not ſtum- 
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ble you that I ſpeak of ſects and factions amongſt ns 
chriſtians ; they are found in all religions; they are with 
you Jews, and they were, of old, with your fathers, who 
were divided, and crumbled, into ſets and parties, fuch 
as the Phariſees, Sadduces, E ſſenes, Herodians, and the 
like: with us chriſtians, there is a great ſect or faction of 
thoſe who are commonly called Papifts, or Reman Ca- 
tholicks, who have made the greateſt ſchiſm, or rent, that 
ever was in the chriſtian religion; who anathematize and 
curſe all thoſe that are not of their faQtion or communion 
and although they are numerous, and pretend to be the 
catholick church, and do fill Spain and Portugal, and 
ſome other countries, with which, it may be, you have 
been moſt converſant; yet they are but few, comparative- 
ly, that is, in compariſon of other chriſtians that are in 
the weſtern and eaſtern parts of the world; as the pro- 
teftants of other kingdoms and commonwealths ; the 
 Muſcovites, the Greeks, the Abaſſines, the Armenians, 
the Coptites, the Circaſſans, Mengrelians, the 
Georgians, and the like. *T1s, then, with this 3 | 
ſect only that theſe fictitious miracles are found; the ge- 
nerality of chriſtians do openly declare that miracles are 
long ſince ceaſed ; nor was there any need of their con- 
tinuance in the church, the chriſtian faith being, already, 
not only ſufficiently, but abundantly, confirmed by the 
miracles, the infallible miracles of our Saviour, and the 
primitive chriſtians; who ſhewed their patent, or com- 
miſſion, under the broad-ſeal of heaven, to the convicti- 
on, and utter ſilencing, of their moſt obſtinate enemies, 
both Jews and Gentiles. You muſt know that Moſes 
confirmed the law, and the ordinances thereof, by mira- 
cles firſt wrought in Egypt, and afterwards on mount 
Sinai, and in the wilderneſs; but when your fathers 
were convinced of Moſes his authority, and were once 
| ſettled in the land of Canaan, then thoſe miracles ceaſed. 
So the goſpel, and the ordinances thereof, were at firſt 
confirmed by the uncontrolled miracles of our Saviour and 
the primitive chriſtians ; (as indeed it was meet that thoſe 
Who pretended a new revelation from God, ſhould con- 
firm it with a divine atteſtation) but fince the chriſtian re- 
bgion is now diffuſed both far and near, for the ſame 2 
| on 
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ſon all miracles are at an end: as men water orchards at 

the firſt planting of them; but when the trees are well, 

rooted, they do ſo no more. But amongſt theſe ſchiſ- 
matical papiſts, miracles are ſtill pretended, who care not 

what wrong they do to the chriſtian religion, or the com- 

mon cauſe of chriſtianity, ſo they increaſe their own par- 

By means hereof, they delude the more ignorant and 

credulous fort of people, of whoſe fouls their prieſts make . 
great merchandize. In King Henry the VIII th's ume, . 

by the diligence of the Lord Cromwell, one of the chief 
miniſters of ſtate, many of the. abominable cheats and : 
forgeries of the Papiſts, in this kind, were made manifeſt . 
throughout this nation, which was one great cauſe of the 
reformation that followed. And it is no flight evidence 
of the verity and divine authority of. the ſcriptures of the 
New "Teſtament, that this was foretold therein ſome hun- . 
dreds of years before it came to paſs; for ſo it is there re- 
corded, that there ſhould be a great defection or apoſtaly . 
in the chriſtian church, which alſo ſhould be headed by 
the Biſhop of Rome; and though he be not named, yet 
any one, with half an eye, may perceive he is intended; 
never did glove better fit a hand, nor ſhoe a foot, than the 
character the ſcripture gives of the head of that apoſtaſy, 
doth agree to the Romiſb Pope: and concerning him it 
ſays expreſly, that his coming ſhould be after the worx- 
ing of Satan with power and ſigns, and lying wonders: . 
in the Greek it is TERAs1 PSEUDOUS, with wonders of a 
lie, an uſual Hehraiſm, as you underſtand, to note the 


notorious falſhood of his wonders. And, in another 
place, it ſpeaks of a beaſt (meaning the ſame perſon, ) 5 
whom the world ſhould wonder after, and worſhip too, 4 
and that for this reaſon, becauſe he doth great ay, in | 


the ſight of men. This may ſuffice for theſe lying won- , 
ders, with their impudent authors. f 


« 


hut as for the miracles of our Saviour and his imme- 
diate followers, they are of another nature, and wear upon 
themſelves marks of infallibility; they are recorded in 
the age and places, when and where they were wrought; 
they were done (as this worthy perſon well obſerved) not 
in. a corner, but in the face of the world, before multi- 
tudes of witneſſes, and theſe, perſons of known 4 5 
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and integrity. Inſomuch, that your -ancttors the Jews, 

chat lived in thoſe days, and enquired diligently into 

* thoſe things, did never once deny the matter of fact, that 
ſuch tmiracles were indeed done; but they ſaid they were 
done by diabolical aſſiſtance. And others of them have 
ſalid, that Jeſus had found out the right pronounciation 
of that ineffable name, the Nomen Tetragrammaton ; 
and that it was ſewed in his thigh, and 7692 20 the power 
thereof he did all his miracles. How ridiculous are ſuch 
evaſions? It ſeems evident enough, that many of the 

© phariſees and rabbins themſelves, in thoſe days, lay under 
this conviction, that Jeſus came from God, and was io, 

_ Chriſt, and profeſſed too their faith in him ;. tho” the 
moſt of them did it ſecretly for fear of the Jews, who 
had agreed, that if any did confeſs that he was Chriſt, 
they ould be put out of the ſynagogue. Joſephus, a 
man of learning, who lived near thoſe times, and who 

was a Jew by nation and religion, in the eighteenth book 

of his antiquities, doth publiſh this paſſage to the world: 

that in the time of Tiberius, Cæſar, there was one Feſus, 

a wiſe man; (if, lays he, it be lawful to call him a 
man) for he was the performer of divers miraculous 
works, and the inſtructor of thoſe who willingly enter- 
tained the truth. This was Chriſt, aubo being accuſed 
by the princes of our nation before Pilate, and after- 

Wards condemned to the croſs, yet did not his followers 

forbear to love him for the ignominy of His death 3 for 

he appeared unto them. the third day after, as the divine 

prophet had before teſtified of the ſame, and divers o- 

ther wonderful things of him. „ e 
Let me deſire you to uſe your reaſon. Do but think 
with yourſelf, if the miracles I am ſpeaking of had been 

| forged or feigned, how eaſy a matter had it been for the | 
eus that lived in thoſe times, to have diſcovered and diſ- 
proved the fraud and falſhood thereof. Put the caſe, 
there ſhould at this inſtant. go abroad. a report of one in 
London, that did great miracles, and that very frequent- 
ly; that cured the blind, the lame, the deaf, the dumb, 

the diſeaſed of all ſorts, that came or were brought to | 
him, with a word ſpeaking ; that he caſt out devils, and | 
ER | raiſed the dead; and that his followers did the like, 0 ö 
| | that 2 
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that frequently in all parts of the land; and that 


theſe things were done in the preſence. of thouſands, of 
throngs and multitudes of people. I pray you judge if 
it were not the eaſieſt matter in the world to diſprove this 
if it were falſe and feigned ; and whether it were poſſible 
that whole cities and countries ſhould believe it, and ſeal 
their belief thereof with their blood; nay, conſider whe- 
ther the eaſineſs and certainty of diſproving this report, 
| were not like to bring them all under the pros ſcorn 
7 


and contempt imaginable, that ſhould publiſh it. You ſee 


the caſe is parallel, and I need not ſtay to apply it. It is 


ſtrange to obſerve, that the Jews of thoſe times, whoſe 
hearts were ready to burſt, with envy and malice, at the 


| ſucceſs of the Goſpel, never, publickly, objected the 
forging or feigning of thoſe miracles by which it was 


confirmed. Yea, it is farther obſervable, that the hea- 
thens themſelves, and the great ones amongſt them too, 


did openly affent to the reality thereof. We find it in 


true records, how Tiberius himſelf, upon a letter from 
Pilate concerning Jeſus, of the miracles he wrought, and 


of the manner of his death and reſurrection, did move 
in the ſenate of Rome, that he might be admitted amongſt | 
their gods; and though they refuſed the motion, becauſe, 
as ſome ſay, it was not firſt moved by themſelves; or as 


others ſay, becauſe if they received him, they muſt re- 


nounce their other gods; yet the emperor perſiſted in his 


opinion of Jeſus, and gave the chriſtians great liberty all 


his days. 


Yea, the Turks acknowledge Jefus our Saviour to be 


ſent of God, and that he confirmed his miſſion by mira- 
cles, and upbraid the Jews for not believing God by his 
prophet Jeſus ; and Mahomet threatned judgment 2 | 


them for it in his Alcoran, ſaying, that Jefus Chriſt was 
the word and power of God, ſent to convince the world 
by miracles ; that he was born of a virgin, conceived 
without an earthly father, by divine inſpiration ; that he 
cured all manner of diſeaſes, and raiſed the dead to life 


again; that he was taken at length into heaven, and 


ſhall come again: thus much of our faith is confefſed by 
thoſe infidels. I could go forward, but] ſee the time is 
well nigh expired that you allowed for this conference, 
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and, therefore, I ſhall not be guilty of a farther abſurdity; 
but I beg your pardon for that I have already committed, 
by an unrequeſted interpoſing in your ſerious debate. 
And, for a cloſe, I mult tell you, Sir, that you muſt yield 
the concluſion in this gentleman's argument, or elſe deny 
his major propoſition, which yet you ſay is founded on 
the greateſt reaſon ; or elſe you muſt fly to the evaſion of 
your fathers, which is, That Jeſus our Lord did indeed 
wwork miracles, but it was by the poxver of the devil. 
And to ſay this, pardon the expreſſion, is no leſs than 
blaſphemy : it is, in effect, to ſay, That the dewil is God; 
and to aſcribe the attributes and prerogative of God unto 
him. For if Satan can do ſuch miracles without controll, 
to perſuade poor mortals to an entertainment of error, 
and to delude the world, who have no ſufficient means 
(as was faid before) to diſcover the deluſion ; then it 
plainly follows, That he is a God in power, and the 
almighty governor of the world; or, atleaft, That God 
hath ſo little mercy or juſtice, or care of mankind, as to 
give them to the power of the devil to be remedileſly de- 


Iuded by him and he that will believe this rather than 


the chriſtian faith, deſerves to periſh in his blaſphemy and 
infidelity. I have done when J have made this one re- 
queſt. to you, that you will be pleaſed to favour me with 
fuch another meeting ; and I ſhall hope, by the aſſiſtance 
of that Spirit which proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, which three are one God, the ſame in ſubſtance, 


equal in power and glory; I fay, by his aſſiſtance, and by 
other arguments, and by thoſe taken from the writings of 


Moſes and the prophets, and ſome of your own rabbi- 
nical authors, clearly and convincingly to demonſtrate, 
That Feſus is the Meſſiab; yea, the only begotten Son of 
'God, and the Saviour of the world.” „ 
L. the Jew was much affected (as I did perceive) with 


Mr: B's cloſe and warm diſcourſe ; (and indeed what 


with the matter, and his manner of delivering it, I think 


wee were all affected more or leſs;) and turned to his 


friend, and defired him by all means to accept of this 
gentleman's motion, and appoint Another meeting. 

The Rabbi made a low bow to Mr. B. and fat Sir, 

I heartily thank you for — plain and ingenuous diſ- 
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courſe ; and] willingly acknowledge that I have received 
mo e ĩ nformation from it, than from any perſon, or author, 

har ever I vet converſed with; yea, what if I ſhould ſay, 


Within a litt]: you have perſuaded me to be a chriſtian. 


I muit not conceal that it hath been the opinion of ſome _ 
of our learned men, that the Meſſias is come, and that 


for our fins he lies concealed. Thave been often ſtag- 


gered in myſelf when I have thought of this matter. I 


dare not ſhut my eyes againſt clear light, but open them 


as wide as I can. Therefore, Sir, on this day fortnight 
at the ſame hour I ſhall gladly meet you, and if it may 


be, Iam content that this houſe, in which we now are, 
| ſhould be the place; only I beg leave to bring one or two 


of my brethren with me; and yet I deſire alſo that we 
may be private, and that not above the number of three, 
or four, at moit, be preſent beſides ourſelves.” I told 
them my houſe was at their ſervice, and that I was re- 


Joiced to ſee fo good an effect of the paſt conference; I 


called for a bottle of wine; they drank in a friendly man- 


ner to one another; ſo IL. and his friend took their leave. 


When they were gone, Father S. applied himſelf to 
Mr. B. and thanked him for his ſeaſonable interpoſition, 
and defired his farther acquaintance. I muſt, ſaid he, 
confeſs to you, that I am one of thoſe that you call Roman 


 Catholicks ; but I was not aware that our church, by the 


miracles ſhe approves of, and allows to be wrought in 
her, did give {ach a ſtab to the chriſtian faith, as I now 
find it doth. I confeſs I have been long of opinion that 
thoſe miracies of our faints, that are fo much magnified 
amongſt us, are molt of them fal and fabulous. And 
I remember that I have read in Ludovicus Vives, alearn- 
ed writer of our own, hoy he calls the Golden Legend, a 


| hiſtory unworthy of the ſaints, and that the author had a 
. brazen face. Yea, he ſays expreſly, that the lives of the 
ſaints are corrupted with abundance of lies, and that the 


authors did ſet down, not what the faints did, but what 
themſelves would have had them done.” ES. 
Mr. B. underitand@gg that Father S. was a Roman Ca- 
tholick, defired his pardon that he had ſpeke fo keenly 
againſt the church and pope of Rome; adding, that ge 
ſaw a neceſlity of it, for the undeceiving of the _ 
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« And, Sir, ſaid he, give me leave to tell you, that your 
church, by her lying wonders, and forged miracles, hath 
greatly diſſerved and diſparaged the faith of Chriſt, and 
gone about to invalidate the chiefeſt argument, as you 
yourſelf acknowledged, for the confirmation of it. And 


let me add, that the Jews are farther prejudiced againſt 


chriſtianity by the Papiſts, amongſt whom they moſtly 
converſe, eſpecially in the weſtern parts of the world, and 
that is by your adoration of images, the hoſt, the croſs,” 
and the relicks of the faints ; for they are great zealots in 
the ſecond commandment, and utter enemies to all ido- 
latry. To which may be added, your debarring the ge- 
neral uſe of the New Teſtament, which is the probable 


means for obtaining the knowledge of Chrift, and the 


chriſtian religion.“ 5 

Father S. replied, that though he was a Roman Catho- 
lick, yet withal he was a chriſtian; and “ I think, ſaid 
he, it is high time for me, and all chriſtians beſides, to 
think of renouncing communion with that church whoſe 
principles and practices ſhall encourage men to continue 


Jews and infidels; and as the Jew ſaid, That as within 


a little he was perſuaded to be a chriſtian, ſo could he 


ſay, That within a little he was perſuaded to be a pro- 


teflant. Upon this they took leave of one another, pro- 
miſing to meet again at the time beforementioned. 

Sir, I judged this narrative would not be unacceptable 
toyou. If any thing occurs in the next meeting that is 


worth your notice, it ſhall be readily communicated by 


. 


Yours in many Obligations, 
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BETWEEN 


A PROTESTANT and a JEW, Se. 


of Kind Str, 


©9990 Think myſelf obliged, partly by mine own 

I 8 promiſe, and partly by your importunity, to 
5 Live you ſome account of the fecond confe- 
Soc rence at my houſe, which was managed by. 
Mr. B. and Rabbi J. and I with you may 


* * » 


read it with the ſame ſatisfaction that I heard it. 


After the company met (which was now a little aug- 


mented by conſent) and all were ſeated and compoled ;- 
Mr. B. began and applied himſelf particularly to Rabbi 


and faid, © Sir, you know the buſineſs that we are 
come hither about; that is to debate, whether Jeſus of 
Nazareth be the promiſed Meſſias? This was demon- 
ftrated the laſt meeting by this worthy perſan (poiating ta. 


father S.) by a convincing argument, which was drawn 


from the many infallible miracles which were wrought 
by himſelf in the days of his fleſh, and by his followers 
afterwards in his name ; theſe did amply teſtify that he 
came from God, and that the teſtimony he gave of him- 
1eIf was true, elſe God (as was then ſaid) would never 
have ſet his own ſeal to it. It is indeed the greateſt con- 
firmation of any teſtimony that poor mortals, who cannot 
diſcern the eſſence and being of God, are capable of re- 


Ecihing. I do not therefore decline this argument, be- 


cauſe of its inſufficiency to-prove that matter in queſti- 
| N 


T 
en, or becauſe any thing hath been, or can be, offered to 
evade or invalidate the force of it. But to the end you may 
ſee our faith doth not hangonly upon this hinge, 1 ſhall 
advance another argument to prove that Jeſus of ag. 
retb (in whom we chriſtians believe) is the promiſed. 
Meſſias. Beſides, then, the teſtimony of miracles, we 
have the teſtimony of the ſcriptures to this truth, and J 
remember our Lord himſelf doth appeal to both theſe teſ- 
timonies ; he ſays, The works he did in his Father's 
name did bear witneſs of him ; -and he bid the Jews to 
ſearch the ſcriptures, for they are they which teftify of 
bim. And we find in the acts of his apoſtles, that one 
Apollos did mightily convince the Jews, and that pub- 

lickly, ſhewing by the ſcriptures that ſeſus was Chriſt. 

- To this work then I ſhall immediately apply myſelf; 
and as I remember, it is that which I promiſed, and ] ſup- 
poſe you expect. r 2 ERS 
Rabbi J. aſſented and ſaid, Yes, that was the 
proof they now expected; only he hoped that by the 
ſcriptures he meant thoſe that the chriſtians call the ſcrip- 
tures of the Old Teſtament, to wit, the writings of 
Moſes and the prophets, and the hagiographa. Mr. B. 
Teplied that he intended no other; for he was ſenſible the 
Jews would object againſt any citation out of the ſcrip- 

. tures of the New "Teſtament ; tho” he added, he could 
eaſily manifeſt (if that were now his buſineſs) that there 
lay no exceptions againſt them but what were of equal 
force againſt the writings of Moſes and all the prophets ; 
but that he fhould confine himſelf to thoſe ſcriptures 
which, by the unanimous conſent both of Jews and chriſ- 
tians, were of divine authority. And from'theſe (ſaid he) 
T ſhall make good theſe. two grand affertions, 1. That 
the promited Meſſias is long fince come. And, 2. That 
Teſus of Nazareth is he. And if I prove theſe two 
points, I hope you will give us the right hand of fellow- 
ſkip, and become es of the chriſtian church.” 
Rabbi J. anſwered, that if thoſe two points were 

clearly and convincingly proved, he would preſently re- 
nounce judaiſm, and be baptized and become a profeſſor 

of the chriſtian faith. He only requeſted that it might 

not be interpreted an interruption, if, as particular places 

e oy _—_ were 
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were cited and urged, he made his objections (if he hit 
any) becauſe he was old and of weak memory, and many 
things might flip from him, if he deferred the mention of 
E. till the end of a long diſceurſe. Mr. B. approved of. 
his motion, and, therefore, told him he would, purpoſely, 
make a pauſe, now and then, to wait if any thing might: 
be objected or oppoſed to what he delivered. 
_ Then taking a Hebre⁊u bible out of his pocket, he lid 
it before him, and thus proceeded : 3 
Mr. B. The firſt thing I propoſe. to prove, is this, 
That the promiſed Mleſſias is already, yea, long fince 
come. For the evincing of this aſſertion, I might urge- 
many places out of Me/es and the prophets ; but I ſhall- 
take up only three, which are moſt confiderable.  _ 
The firſt is in the book which we call Geneſis, in the- 
Hebrew, Berefith ; you will. find it in chap. xlix. 8, 
10. there, Jacob is giving his ſons his laſt benediction; 
and when he. comes 0 Fudah, he propheſies of him, | 
That his brethren ſhould praiſe him ; that his hands. 
ſtould be in the neck of his enemies; that his father's. 
children ſhould hau doxon before him and farther, 
which is the paſſage I aim at, he adds, That the ſcepter 
ſhall not depart from Fudah, nor a lawgiver from be- 
tween his feet, until Shiloh came, and unto him ſhalt” 
the gathering of the people be: I ſhall firſt explain theſe 
Words, and then form my argument ffom them. By 
Judah here, is not meant the perſon but the tribe of 
Judah: Nothing here ſpoken. af Judah was in any 
meaſure fulfilled in his perſon, he lived, and died, in 
Egypt without pre-eminence: among his brethren ; and. 
if you look a little higher, you will find the things fore-- 
told · by Jacob, were ſuch as concerned not the perſons of 
is ſons, but their poſterity, in the laſt days. By ſcepter 
5 and la cogiuer are meant the ruling and legiſlative power: 
chat, in proceſs of time, did ſettle and center in that 
ttribe of Judah; it began: in Dawid, who was of that 
tribe, and continued for tome centuries of years, though 
not without alterations and interciſions: though there. 
was ſome variety in the form of government; ſometimes- 
it was monarchial, and ſometimes ariſtocratical, yet ſtill: 
the law and polity amongſt them were. the _ By: 
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33:66 wert the Meflizs, or the promiſed d ſeed, ie 
feed of the woman; this might be proved from the fig 
nification of the word, as alſo from the following words 
to him all the gathering of the people he; or, as ſome 
read it, to him Hall the obedience of the nations be. N.] ] _ 
to whom can this be applied but the Meſſias, unto whom 
it is elſewhere promiſed the nations ſhall ſeek ? The na- 
tions of the earth were to be bleſſed in him, and the natiz 
ons of the earth were to be gathered to him. OF this 


opinion alſo were, all your ancient maſters. Nothing id 
of greater authority with you Jews, than your Fargums. 
Ben Uzziel renders it, Until the time wherein the King 
Meffiah ſhall come; and Onkeles to this purpoſe, Until. 
the Meſſiah ſhall come, whaſe is the kingdom; and in that 
of Feruſalem, your learned doctors — . or ra- 
ther paraphraſe, upon this ponies Fall not 
ceaſe from the houſe of Judah, var doct urs ; at teach the 
law, from his childrens children, until the time that tht 
King Meſſiah do come, who . the . x is, and all the 
nations of 2 earth ſbull be ſubjec to him. From the 
words thus explained, I draw td. argument: ff the ſe 
ter and lawgiver be departed from 2 then is he 
Meſſiah already come; but the ſeepter and lawgiver are 
departed from Fudah, therefore is the Meſſiak already 
come : the major propoſition is affirmed in the text; the- 
minor can't ba denied by you Jews yourſelves. Vom 
can't but acknowledge, that for above one thouſand. ſever: 
hundred ears, there hath been no fuch.thing as a tribe of 
Judab in any national or political conſtitution. Tia. 
evident, beyond all contradiction, that your Whole nation 
hath been ſcattered over the face of the earth; and have-/ 
led a precarious life, under foreign and ſtrange princes, . 
and have had, for many ae no law, government 
or authority of your. own amongſt yourſelves. This ia. 
not only confeſt, but lamented, by ſome of your moſt 
learned Rabbrs. Kimchi on Hoſen thus writes, Theſe- 
are the days of our . z Herein wwe have neither 
king nor prince of Iſrael; but we. are in the power of 
the Gentiles, and under the power of their kings an 
Lrinces, And the great Abarbinel on Iſaiab, tells us, 


Thal lis a great part of thefr miſery: in their _— i 
| ta 


. 
(MT: 
that they have neither kingdom nor rule, nor ſcepter of © 
judgment; as if he ſhould have ſaid, ſcepter and lawgiver 
are departed. * | i 
The preciſe time of the departure of all rule and au- 
thority from Judah, is a little diſputed; ſome ſay it was 
in the days of Herod, an Idumean, who rooted out the 
Maccabees and Sanbedrim, whereupon the Jews put on 
ſackcloth, and ſhaved their heads, and lamenting, ſaid, 
Mo unto us, becauſe the {cepter is departed from Judah, 
and the lawgiver from between his feet. Others ſay, it 
was at that time, when their country, city, and temple 
were deſtroyed by Veſpaſian and Titus; and that till 
then there remained ſome footſteps of rule and authority = 
amongſt them. I am not- concerned at preſent in this 
diſpute ; *tis enough to prove what I affirm, that it is 
long ſince ceaſed and departed : for that being abſolutely 
and irrecoverably gone, if there be any truth or certainty 
in this text, then Shilob or the Meſſiah is come, which 
was the thing to be proved. Ys 
Kab. J. The word (Shebet) which you render a 
ſcepter, doth alſo ſignify a rod; and the meaning of the 
place may be this, that the rod of afflition ſhall be upon 
the back of 2 till the coming of the Meſſiah. 
Mr. B. I will not deny, but that Shebez doth proper- | 
Iy fignify a rod or ſtaff; but its metaphorical and moſt 2 
uſual ſignification is a ſcepter or enſign of rule and go- ( 
vernment, and fo it muſt neceſſarily be read and rendred 
in other places: as in P/al. xlv. The ſcepter of thy king- 
dom is a right ſcepter. And in Numb. xxiv. There ſhall 
come a flar out of Jacob, and a ſcepter ſhall ariſe out of 
Iſrael. And that the word muſt be thus read and ren- 
Ered in the prophecy before us, is plain ; becauſe it is 
joined with Mechokeck, a law-giver, or one that hath au- 
thority to write, or preſcribe laws to be obſerved; this, 
then, is here foretold, that there ſhall be a continuance of 
a ſovereign power in the tribe of Judab, when. the king- 
1y government ſhall ceaſe, till the coming of Chriſt, in the 
great Sanhedrim and in other governors. And 'tis with 
reſpect to this prophecy that God, in P/al. Ix, and in 
Eſal. cvii, calls Judah his lawgiver; and in 1 Chron. 
XXVII. 4. dis {aid, he bad choſen Judab to be his ruler. 


And 


R 


1 „ 
And that it can't be meant of a rod of affſiction or or- 
rection, is evident; becauſe a long while after this pro- 
phecy, eſpecially in the reigns of David and Solomon, 
the tribe of Judah was in a flouriſhing and proſperous. 
condition. | | 

Rab. J. But if this be meant of the coming of Chriſt. 
then he was exhibited long before you yourſelves ſay he 
was born ; for the ſcepter departed from Judah in the 
Babyloniſb captivity, and afterwards in the days of the 
Aſſamonei or the Maccabees, | 

Mr. B. The ſcepter was not departed from Judah in 


the Babyloniſb captivity, but only ſuppreſſed for a ſeaſon; 


and God by his prophets did promiſe the reſtoring of it 
after ſeventy years, and accordingly it was actually re- 
ſtored : for after the captivity, the Jews were governed 
by dukes, who were of the tribe of Judab, as Zerubba- 
bel and his poſterity, to whom were adjoined ſcribes, as 


Ezra, Nehemiah, &c. And as for the Maccabees,. they 


were of the mother's fide from Judah, and with them 

were joined the Sanhedrim, conſiſting of ſeventy-two el 
ders, moſt of the tribe of Judah, and family of Dai; 
who continued in the government of that people, till 
Herod the Aſtalonite, an Idumean and a ſtranger, did 
root them all out. Theſe things are fully teſtified by Ja- 


 ſepbus, an approved hiſtorian, and other authentic re- 


cords. 

R. J. Well fir, you may proceeec. 
Mr. B. The ſecond teſtimony which proves the Mef- 

ſiah to be long ſince come, is taken out of the propliecy 


ef Daniel. You will find in Chep. ix. 24, 25, 26, 27. 


Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people, ani up- 
on thy holy city, to finiſh the trunſgreſſion, and to make 
an end of fin, and to mate reconciliation for iniquity, 


and tobring in an everlaſting righteouſneſs, and ta ſeal 


up the wiſion and prophecy, and to anoint the moſt Body. 
Anow therefore, and underfland, that from the going 


forth of the commandment to re/lore and ro build Jeru- 
Jalem, unto the Mefflah the prince, ſhall be ſeven weeks; 


und threeſcore and tao weeks, the Hall be built 
again, and the wall, even in troublous times. And af 
8 95 | us 


6 „ 
but not for himſelf ; and the people of the prince that 
Shall come, ſhall deſtroy the city, and the ſanctuaty, and 

tbe end thereof ſhall be with a flood, and unto the end of 
the war deſolations are determined. And he ſhall con- 
firm the covenant with many for one week : and in 
the midſt of the week he ſhall cauſe the- ſacrifice and 
the eblation to ceaſe, and for the over ſpreading of abo- 

' minations he ſhall make it deſolate, even until the con- 
ſummation, and that determined ſhall be poured upon 

the deſolate. | . = 

I intend not a large explication of this prophecy ; 
this I defire may be attended to, that the true Meſſiah 
promiſed unto the fathers, is here ſpoken of. That. there 
is a time limited for his coming, and that this time is 
long ſince paſt and gone. ” 8 : 
- "That the true Meſſiah is here ſpoken of, is evident: 
he is twice called by that very name; and, indeed, the 
name of the Meſſiah, as appropriated unto the promiſed 
ſeed, 1s taken from this place or prophecy alone : for 
it is no where uſed of him abſolutely but here. And the 
addition of the word Nagid, the prince, or the ſupreme 
Tuler, doth make it yet more evident; for this word in 

| ſundry other places, is peculiarly applied to the Meſſiah. 
See ron iv. 4 I have given him (to wit, the Chriſt) to 

Se the Nagid, a leader or aprince unto the people. A 
learned critick hath well obſerved, that theſe words, 

Meſſiah Nagid, that is, Meſſiah the Prince, are written 

in fuch Hebrew, as muſt needs argue it a proper name, 

and as ĩs not to be found again in all the Bible. 

To which may be added, the perſon here ſpoken of, 

is not only called Meſſiah, and Meſſiah the Prince, but 
he is alſo called the Moſt holy, or the Holy of holies; 
the moſt holy place in the tabernacle and temple was ſo 
called, but that can't be here intended. The holy place 
in the ſecond temple was never anointed ; for it was not 
lawful for them to make the holy oil: and beſides, that 
was burnt with fire and utterly deſtroyed about the expi- 
ration of theſe weeks. It is therefore the perſon, that 
the holy place typifies, that is here ſpoken of. The name 
of the type is given to the antitype; he is the Moſt holy 
that was anointed : that is, he was made a Meſſiah. And 
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a great Rabbi of your own doth thus expound it; this 
Holy of holies is the Meſſiah, who is anointed or ſanctifi- 


ed from amongſt the ſons of Dawid. | 5 
And for a confirmation of this, do but conſi- 


der what work is here aſſigned to be done by this perſon, 


and you muſt conclude it is the Meſſiah that is here in- 
tended. Who, but he, could finiſh or take away tranſ- 
greſſion, and make an end of fin, and make reconcilia- 
tion for iniquity, and bring in everlaſting righteouſneſs, 
and ſeal up viſion and prophecy, and confirm the cove- 
nant with many, and cauſe the facrifice and oblation to 
ceaſe? if theſe works could be wrought by any other 
than the Meſſiah, we had more reaſon to deſire him than 
the Meſſiah himſelf. 1 . 

R. J. I confeſs you have urged good reaſons, why 
the Meſſiah promiſed to our fathers, ſhould be ſpoken of 
by Daniel the prophet ; yet you muſt give me leave to 
tell you, that our learned men are of opinion, that all 


this is ſpoken of Cyrus the Perfran emperor, and that he 
is Meſſiah the Prince; and hiſtory tells us how he was 


ſlain or cut off. As for the true Meſſiah, we read in the 


law, that he abideth for ever. And we are confirmed 


the more in this opinion, becauſe in Iſaiab the prophet, 
he is called the Lord's Meſſiah. If you pleaſe, you may 


conſult the place in the beginning of that which you 


call Chap. xlv. of that prophecy.  _ 
Mr. B. I am not ignorant that ſome of the modern 


Rabbins have interpreted Daniel's prophecy of Cyrus ; 
for ſome ages they have abhorred nothing more, than 


that the true Meſſiah ſhould be there intended; for if 

once they yield to that, then they muſt give up their 
cauſe, and they have no cloak for their unbelief: becauſe 
as I ſhall ſhew by and by, the time limited for the com- 
ing and cutting off the Meſſiah, is long ſince expired. 
This prophecy therefore, if it hath any truth in it, muſt 
have had its accompliſhment: and it argues the deplora- 
ble caſe of the Jews, and deſperate ſhifts they are put to, 
that they can find no more probable perſon than Cyras 
to accommodate this prophecy to. I pray do but conſi- 
der, which of all thoſe works the Meſſiah was to do, can 


in any tolerable ſenſe be applied to Cyrus ? did he take 
7 | away 


away ũn? or bring in an everlaſting righteouſneſa ? or 
make recenciliation for iniquity? or ſeal up viſion and | 


prophecy ? or confirm the covenant with many? or cauſe 
the ſacrifice and oblation to ceaſe? nay, was there any 
ſuch thing as ſacrifice or oblation in his days, for him to 
put an end to? nay, was not he a means of reviving 
ſacrifices and oblations in after- times 
Again, let it be conſidered, that the limited time, here 


ſpoken of, doth begin from the going forth of the com- 


Wandment to reſtore Jeruſalem, that is expreſſed in the 
prophecy. New ſome: learned men and good chronolo- 


gers are of opinion, that the commandment here ſpoken 
of, did not commence or begin till many years after Cyrus 
his death. This is evident, that there were ſeveral com- 


mandments and decrees from the Perſian emperors about 


this matter. The firſt was made by Cyrus, in the firſt 


year of his empire; and ſome think this was not the com- 


mandment ſpoken of in Daniel, becauſe it was only for 


the building of the temple; whereas that of Daniel was 
#or the building Jeruſalem : beſides, it had little or no 


eflect; within the ſpace of three or four years it came to 


nothing, -till after the death of Cyrus, there came forth 


another decree from Darius, (ſuppoſed to be Darius 


Hyſtaſpes, the third emperor of the Perſians) for the 
building of the temple. Of this we read Ezra vi. and it 
ſeems to be a revival of the decree of Cyrus ; the roll 


whereof, upon ſearch made, was found at Achmet in the 


province of the Medes. Beſides this decree of Cyrus and 
Darius, we read of another decree or commandment of 
Artaxerxes in Ezra vii, who is ſuppoſed to be he that 
was called Longimanus. This was a more authentick 
decree or commandment than either of the former; for 
it was made, as tis in Ezra vii. 14. by the king and his 
ſeven counſellors, which was the higheſt legiſlative power 


among the Perſians. Here was not only a proclamation _ 


of liberty, but a formal commiſſion, and that from the 
king and his council. Authority is given to Esra to 
erect a civil government and a magiſtracy over the 

ple, with power over the eſtates, liberties, and lives of 
men; and this is likely to be the commandment for the 
building of Feruſalem for it is not the walls and den 
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ſo much as rule and government, that make and confti- | 
tute a city. 

And if the going forth of che commandment, to reſtore 
and build Jeruſalem, which is the Epocha of time now li- 
mited and determined, be underſtood, as it is by ſome, _ | 
of the firſt decree or commandment of Cyrus; then he © 
can't be Meſſiah the Prince, at whoſe cutting off the time 
muſt determine. He did not'live long after that com- 
mandment. The temple was not built, nor was there 
any ſacrifice or oblation therein during all his ſhort reign. 
The things here foretold, were not accompliſhed till above 
four hundred years aiter his death. 

It is true, he is once called the Anointed of the Lord, 


| becauſe he was deſigned and employed by God in that 


ſpecial ſervice of ruining the Babylonian empire: but 
doth it therefore follow, that he is intended in this pro- 
phecy, when no one word or circumſtance therein is ap- 
plicable to him ? and when he was dead ſome hundreds 
of years before the determined time mentioned in the 
prophet did expire? you may as well ſay Saul or Zedekiah 
is intended, ſeeing both of them are called in ſcripture the 
Lord's anointed, 

Having thus proved chat the true and only Meſſiah ĩs 
here ſpoken of, it remains now that I ſhould ſhew how the 
time limited for his coming is long ſince expired. This 
is expreſly ſaid to be ſeventy weeks from the going forth 
of the commandment, to reſtore and build Jeruſalem. 
That by ſeventy weeks are to be underſtood ſeventy ſe- 
vens of years, a day being put for a year, and a week for 
ſeven years, which makes full four hundred ninety years, 
is generally owned by the Jews as well as the chriſtians. 
1 learned Kimchi upon this place doth acknowledge 

+ ſo doth Farchi, Rab. Saadias and others. And that 
fr hundred ninety years are gone and paſt ſince the 
commandment came forth for the rebuilding and reſtor- 
ing of Jeruſalem, I ſuppoſe will not be denied. There 
are above four times ſeventy weeks from that time to this. 
This, then, will inevitably follow, chat the Meſſiah is long 
ſince come. 

R. J. The chriſtians themſelves can'tagreewhen theſe yo 
weeks did begin ot end; which weakens ien, 

this "IO % IÞ >: - M4 is 


IST 
Mr. B. It is confeſt, what you ſay is true; there is a 

t difference amongſt learned men, in their computa- 
tion of Daniel's weeks; they are not agreed, as I ſaid be- 
fore, at which of the commandments for the building of 
Jeruſalem they do begin; nor at the which of theſe two 
ſeaſons they end; whether at the death of the Meſſiah, or 


at the utter ſubverſion and deſtruction of the temple at 


Ferufalem, And there is ſome difference alſo in their ac- 
counts, which is occaſioned by the defect of hiſtory; the 
number and years of the Perſian kings, through whoſe 
reigns that account. runs, are differently recorded by moſt 
authentick hiſtorians: but all this doth not invalidate my 
argument; nor is that at all concerned in the chronologi- 
cal computation of thoſe times, or of Daniels weeks. It 
is ſufficient to my purpoſe, that by the conſent of all, the 
time is long ſince paſt, and therefore the Meſſiah is long 
ſince come. And this I might further tell you, that the 
differences among the Jews about the beginning and end- 
ing of the ſeventy years captivity, are more, and greater 
than the differences among chriſtians about the ſeventy 
weeks in this prophecy: yea, the ancient Jews were ſo 
convinced the Meſhah was to come about the time that 
theſe ſeventy weeks did determine, that nothing extraor- 
dinary did appear in any perſon, but preſently they were 
in ſuſpence whether he were the Meſſiah. Yea, Teſ - 
_ phus tells us in his ſeventh book of the Jewiſh wars, that 
it was their confident expectation of the Meſſiah's com- 
ing about that ſeaſon, that put them upon that unequal 
and fatal war with the Romuns. Yea, and the Talmud 
tells us, they were the more obſtinate in the war, by their 
daily and hourly expectation, that their Meſſiah, who was 
to come about that time, would appear to their help; and 
ſeeing (as they thought) he came not then, they have now 
no other account or reckoning : yea, in their Talmud they 
curſe thoie who compute the time in which the Meſſiah 
ſhall come. 35 trad ; | 
_ Afeer a little pauſe, when nothing was objected, Mr. 
3. proceeded and faid, I ſhall turn you to the third and 
lait teſtimony that I ſhall bring to prove the Meſſiah is 
long ſince come; and that is in the prophecy of Malachi, 
Chap, lit. 1. Behold, I will ſend my meſſenger, 75 7 3 
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ſhall prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom ye 
ſeek he ſhall ſuddenly come to his temple, even the Meſ- 
enger of the covenant whom you delight in, behold be 


ball come, faith tbe Lord of Hoſts. That the MeſTiah . 


is the ſubject here ſpoken of is granted by the Jews 
themſelves. Aben Ezra, Rambam, and Kimchi, and 
others of your learned maſters apply this prophecy to him. 


The words of Kimchiare expreſs: This is the King, the 


Meſſiah, and this is. the angel of the. covenant. The 


Meſſiah, wes the Lord, whom the Jews your fathers | : 


ſought, whoſe coming they long looked for and earneſtly 
prayed for. He was the angel of the covenant, God's 
meſſenger, who was, as we obſerved-before, out of Da- 


niel, to confirm the covenant with many. By him the 


new. covenant was to be confirmed and ratified. Now 
that which. is predicated of the Meſſiah by this prophet, 


is this, that he ſhould: come ſuddenly to his temple. ; his | 
coming there muſt be whilſt the temple was yet ſtanding _ 
and in being. And tis for this. reaſon that the prophet . 


| Haga: tells us, Hag. ii. 9. that the glory of the later 
houſe ſhall be greater than the former, becauſe the 


Meſſiah, who is there called the deſire of all nations, 


ſhould in a little while come to it, and affprd it his per- 
ſonal preſence. You know. yourſelves that in reſpect 
of any other glory, the later temple was far inferior to 


the former. It was not comparable with it for magni- 

ficence of ſtructure; hence it is that thoſe of the fathers 
who were ancient men, and had ſeen the firſt houſe, when - 
the foundation of the other was laid, they wept with a 


loud voice; it grieved them to think what diſproportion 
N was like to be between the former and the later 
R. J. But this ſecond temple was greatly beautified 
by Herod about three hundred years after it was built; 


and it might be ſaid with reſpect to that, that the glory 


- 


of the later houſe ſhould be great above that of the 
Mr. Y. ria true, the latter houſe was greatly beauti- 


* 


luarged hy him; he built it higher, but it was. till upon 
the old foundation; — when he had finiſhed what he 


under- - 


fied by Herod, but it does not appear that it was en- 
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- undertook, there was no compariſon between this and 
the former temple. Do but conſider the treaſure that 
David provided, beſides what Solomon added for the 
| building of the firſt houſe ; we find it was one hundred 
thouſand tallents of gold, and one million talents of ſil- 
ver, beſides braſs and iron without weight. We may 
rationally compute, that Herod in all his wealth and glory 
was not worth one tenth part of this treaſure ; nay, all 
Herod's revenue was hardly ſufficient to find bread for 
Solomon's workmen, which were above three hundred 


and thirty thouſand men; nor is it likely that he employed 


- fo many in the whole work as Solomon did to overſee his 
' Jabourers. But beſides the magnificence of the fabrick, 

© there were ſundry privileges which added a great glory to 
the firſt temple, that were wanting in the ſecond, wis. 
Hre from heaven to conſume the ſacrifices, Urim and 
' Thummim, the ark of the covenant, the mercy-ſeat, the 
cherubim, and oracles from thence, the cloud filling the 
' temple, the ſpirit of prophecy : theſe indeed were the 
 chiefeſt glory of the firſt temple ; and the Jews acknow- 
ledge this, as they do in their 7. almud, that all theſe pri- 
vileges and pledges of God's preſence were wanting in 
the ſecond temple. With what face then can you com- 
pare the one with the other, or prefer the glory of the one 
to the glory of the other? There was nothing doubtleſs 
that gave the latter houſe this preference, or rendered it 
more glorious than the former, but the Meſſiah s coming 
to it, and appearing in it, who was the Lord whom they 
ſought, and who was the deſire of all nations, or one to 
be defired by them. 

The exhibiting of him to the world, was the end of | 
the building of the temple, and of all the worſhip therein 
performed; and ſo by his coming unto it, mote abun- 
dant honour and glory were conferred upon it. 

Thus, I hope, 1 have ſufficiently proved that the Meſ- 
ſiah was to come during the ſtanding of the ſecond: tem- 
ple, and that being long fince utterly: deſtroyed. (as it has 
been for above theſe ſeventeen : hundred years) it muſt 
needs follow, that the Meſſiah is Tn come : Nr 
was the thing to be proved.” 
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1 Sir, I muſt, needs, acknawkdge qu have offer- 7 
ed and, urged trong argument NE the Meek is 


already ch and I may not conceal it from you, that 


many of our maſters have been long of this mind, that for 
our fins (whichare many and ans, he is kept bd 3 in pa- 
radiſe, or in the ſea, or that 1 dwells among the lepers at 
the gates of Rome, waiting for a call from heaven, to go 
and gather. the diſperſed . and deliver them out of 
the hands of thoſe that ride upon their ba cks; there fore, 
i ppoſe we grants your firft Merton, 105 the Me fab is 
Jong fince. come, how. will you prove your * thay 
Te 77 25 Nazareth is be. 

f To that I now haſten, and I do net doubt 
tat. 17 "God' aſſiſtance, to make it manifeſt beyond all 


contragieHon.. Two arguments only mall be ipfifiedup- 


on: 

1. That Jeſus of Nazareth had no other to ſtand in | 
wes Ther N fled of old, ching the 
as t all that w e 0 tou 
Meſliah, is verified and 115 in him. 

1, That Jeſus of Nazareth had no other 60 ſtand in 
competition with him. It is a remarkable providence of 
God, that he ſhould be without a competitor; that there 


is none elſe (the Jews themſelyes being judges) that can 
have the ue, 155 FF 


or office of the Meſſiah appropri- 
ated to him. *Tis true there have been ſome Pſeuds- 
Meſfrahs, or pretenders to this dignity, but they are diſ- 
claimed by yourſelyes as ſeducers and cauſers of great mi- 


ſery to your people and nation. Of tbis ſort 55 Theu- 
das and Judas of Galilee but the more famous falſe Mei- 

ſiah was Barchochab the ſon of the ſtar; he feigned him- 
{elf to be the Meſſiah, and ſaid, that coeds ſpoken 


of him, There Hall come a. ftar out Jacob, &c. Rabbi 


Aliba, a man of great fame in thoſe times, when he ſaw 


him, faid, This is the King, the Meſſiab. This Har- 
chochab was (as ſome affirm) in Jeruſalem before its de- 


. ſtruction, and Aliba a applied unto him that of the pro- 
a Fogg The defire of all nations 1 come. Fo 


e cqmmon people, but the chief DoQors 


8 8 did join themſelves, and aided him 9 05 
Walls, ks Mul. bs Ly ny. and cauſed meny - . | 
3 N 


others 
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others to periſh Wik Dy About forty eight years : a 


the deſtrudtion of Feruſalem (if we may credit the mo 


approved hiſtorians of thoſe times) roſe another ch 


called Bencoæbi, (ſome indeed of the Feæuiſb writers will 


have this Bencogbi and the forementioned Barcboc hab to 


be the ſame perſon.) In ſhort this is his hiſtory : the Jews | 
that remained, after. Jeruſalem was deſtroyed, made a 


City called Bitter, the metropolis or chief ſeat of the 
Kingdom, and took this falſe Chriſt for their king: the 


emperor Adrian beſieged them in this city, and at ength 


he took it, and cut off the head of Bencozbi. In this war 


they that fpeak of the leaſt, affirm that forty-five thou- 
ſand Jews loſt their lives ; and ſuch a devaſtation was 


made of the whole nation, as that to this day they could 


never gather together in conſiderable numbers in any part 
of the world. In the reign of Theodoſius the ſecond, one 


Moſes of Crete acted the part of a falſe Saviour upon the 
ſtage of the world; he gave out that he was a ſecond 
Moſes, a prophet like unto him that God had ſent from 
heaven, and he would lead all the Jews that followed 
kim through the ſea to the continent, dry-ſhod. For a 


year together he perſuaded them in their towns and cities 
to leave all and follow him, and he would conduct them 


into the promiſed land. At an appointed time great mul- 
titudes of men, women, and children repair to him, 
whom he brings to an high promontory hanging over the 
ſea; at his command many caſt themſelves down, ſome 
of Which were drowned, others were faved by chriſtian 


; fiſhermen, who diſſuaded them (all they could) from ſo 


mad and murderous an act. I he Jews ſeeing themſelves 


deluded, thought to lay hands upon the impoſtor, but 
their talſe Moſes (as if be! had been a true devil) was gone 


and vaniſhed, they knew not how nor whither. This oc- 


caſioned many jews. to embrace the chriſtian faith, and * 
ta leave that way of Judaiſm which was ſubject to fuch 


dangerous and coſtly deceits. In the year one thouſand 


one hundred thirty- ſive, one David Alroi, or David EF 
Dawid, gave out that he was the Meſſiah, and that gr 


had ſent him to deliver his people Iſract. The king of 
Perfra (in whoſe dominion he was) laid hold of him; 
he being a cunning magician freed himſelf, and did 


— 


- 
r 0 _ 


_ prankstothe great enraging of that king againſt the Jews. 
They, to prevent che ruin that was coming upon them by 
his means, md feat feaſt for this mock Meſſiah, and 
when he was aileep in his drunkenneſs they cut off his 
head, and preſented it to the king, who thereupon was 
appeaſed and reconciled to them. 1 
Me read alſo of one called the king of Thabor, who 
would needs be the Meſſiah, whom Charles the fifth 
cauſed to be burnt. And Maimenides reckons up four 
more falſe Chriſts, that did ariſe among the Jews in Spain 
and France, that brought great miſery upon themſelves 
and their followers. But you have heard enough of this 
ſubject. Evident it is, that unleſs it be Jeſus of Naga- 
reth our bleſſed Saviour, there is none that with any co- 
Jour of probability can be ſuppoſed to be the Meſſiah. 
To fay (as you hinted but now) that he kept hid in para- 
diſe, or in the ſea, till the time of his ſhewing to Iſrael, 
is ſuch a ridiculous ſubterfuge or fancy, that your own 
maſters diſclaim it, and all rational conſiderate perſons 
are aſhamed of it. — 2 W 
2. The ſecond particular that J propoſed to prove, 
was this, that all that was propheſied of old, concerning 
the Meſſiah, is verified and fulfilled in Jeſus of Naza- 


rietb. The holy prophets (who were divinely inſpired) 


did plainly deſcribe and characterize him that was to 
come, 'to the end the church might know and receive 
him at his coming. Now I ſhall ſhew you how all the 
Prophetical characters of the Meſſiah do center in the 


Perion of our bleſſed Sayiour. EO MT | 
1. The promiſed Meſſiah is deſcrtbed by his lineage 
and deſcent :* he was to be of the ſeed of Abraham, of 
the tribe of Fudah, and of the houſe of David; this 
needs no proof, becauſe it is univerſally acknowledged. 


And yet by the way, this very acknowledgment doth _ 


marr all expectation of a Meſſiah to come; becauſe you 
are now at an utter loſs about all genealogy ſince your 
diſperſion, and are not in a capacity to diſcover a Meſſi- 
ah by this ſcripture-ſign of him. Now that Jeſus of 
Nazareth was thus deſcended, may eaſily be demonſtra- 
ted: there is no queſtion of his being of the ſeed. of 
Abraham, und of the tribe of Tudeb ; the only _ 


that Jeſus did ſpring 


ed. Now this is proved at large . 
thew and Luke, who wrote the h [ 
very age wherein he lived. And if 
they were two of his diſciples, A. ſo 


in that caſe is not to be taken, I anſwer, that the | 


timony they gave as to this matter, was taken out of 


the unqueſtienable records of thoſe times, or elſe, w 


did not your fathers except againſt what they ro 
and why, in the midſt of their rage againſt him and his 
followers, was it not once objected 
Was not of the family of David, and ſo could not be 
the paring that he pretended to be ?” 


wy 


by them, that he 


R. J. The hiſtorians you ſpeak of, Maitherv and 
Luke, do not at all prove the matter in queſtion, which is, 


'T 


Foſeph was only his reputed father. 
nealogies of Matthew and. Luke ae wee, Joſepb a- 
lone, as may appear if you conſult the 
one, and the end of the other. 
was no otherwiſe related to Jeſenb, — as his mother 
(as you affirm) was eſpouſed to him, he cannot be rec- 
| koned in Tees right to belong unto the family of 


Dawid.” 


Mr. B. I know this hath been objected of old; but 5 
the cavil is occaſioned through a miſtake : for Luke gives 


ginning of 


from the family of Dawid; for 
u Chriſtians believe that he was conceived of the Ho- 


Ghoſt, and born of Mary whilſt a virgin, and that 
Now both the ge- 


the 5 
Seeing then that Jeſus 


us directiy the genealogy of the virgin Mary the mother 
of Jeſus; and — — if you compare the evangeliſts, 
or hiſtorians, as you call them, you will find that where- 
as Matthew makes Jeſeph to deſcend: from Dawid by 
the line of Solomon, Luke makes Mary to deſcend from 
David by the line of Nathan; and Heli (the laſt that is 


mentioned in that line) was the father of Mary, and 


not of Foſeph ; only he is ſaid to be Heli's-ſon, becauſe 


And though the genealogy 


recorded by Mattheay, be 


his daughter was legally contracted or eſpouſed to Tiny 
the genealogy of Jeſepb, — not of . from Dawid 


ward; yet herein he proceeds — ANGIE? 


„ 

of genealogies, and the legal way of proving one to be 
of ſuch a tribe or family. A woman, whatever tribe or 
family ſhe was of before, after contract of marriage, ſhe 
was legally accounted to be of that family into which 
by her eſpouſals ſne was engrafted: and of that family, 


and no otlier was he to be reckoned, who was born of 
her after ſuch eſpouſals. And this legal relation or tranf- 


lation of families, Luke ſeems to intimate, when he ſays, 
That the mother of Jeſus was eſpouſed to a man whoſe 
name Was Jap. F the family of David. There 
being no reaſon to mention his family, but to ſhew that 


the genealogy of Jeſus (the for of her who was eſpouſ- 


ed to him) was concerned therein. * 

This may juſtify the method of Hutibeav in record- 
ing the genealogy of Jeſus, by reckoning up the proge- 
nitors of his ſuppoſed father ; for if yoy conſider, how 
genealogies are not reckoned by women, there was no 
better or ſurer way of declaring his pedigree, who de- 
ſcended of Mary, than by his, to whom ſhe was ſo near- 


| ly related. Although it was not without a remarkable 
. providence, that jeſus on both ſides deſcended (that ts 


from his mother and ſuppoſed father too) from the fa- 
mily and houſe of Dawid.“ 

R. F. Sir, your arguing hath ftrength in it; but 
yet give me leave to tell you, that it doth much inva- 
| lidate the teſtimony of theſe two hiſtorians, that they 
do not altogether agree in their genealogies z and our 
learned men have obſerved ſeveral omiſſions and corrup- 
tions, eſpecially in Matthew's genealogy ; and if I had 
my books by me, I could ſhew you many knots there- 
in, which I believe you will never be able to untie.“ 
Mr. B. I do confeſs, the genealogies of Matiheau 
and luke are not without their difficulties ; but I will 
aſſure you, they are far from being inſoluble or inſu- 
perable ; and if you pleaſe (when you have conſulted 
your authors) to bring or ſend me your objections, I here 


promiſe you to return a full and ſatisfactory anſwer there- 


unto, and I queſtion not (by God's aſſiſtance) but I ſhall 


Convince. you, that. there is neither contradiction nor cor- 


Tuption in the genealogies of theſe two evangeliſts.” 


RY 


R. J. Lou promiſe very fairly : I pray proceed.“ 
Mr. B. The promiſed Meſſiah is deſcribed,” as by 

his lineage and deſcent, ſo in the ſecond place by the 
manner of his birth and production; as he was to be 

an oxtraordinary perſon, fa he was to be born and © 
brought forth in an extraordinary manner; that is, he 

was to be born of a virgin that never knew a man: this 

indeed was implied in that firſt promiſe which God 

made to our firit parents, where he is called the ſeed o 

the woman. But it is expreſſed by the prophet /ſaiah, 

Chap. vii. 14. Behold, a virgin ſhall conceive and bear 

a fon, and ſhall call his name Imanuel.. For the bet- | 
ter underſtanding of this excellent prophecy, you may | 
Pleaſe to take notice how 4haz and his people were un- : 
der great conſternation by reaſon of the invaſion of 

two potent princes ; whereupon Fara is ſent unto him ! 
with good tidings, that though theſe two princes had 4 
taken evil counſel againſt him, it ſhould not fland, hut 4 
they ſbould be diſappointed and broken. Abas gave lit- . 
tle credit te the words of the. prophet ; hereupon, he ü 
bids. him to 2% 2 fign, either in Haren or in carth. 


Aas refuſeth to aſk a ſign, and adds, that he will U 
not tempt the Lord. Whether he ſpoke this hypocriti- t 
cally, as pretending great veneration and reſpect to that it 

_ command where it is written, Theu ſhalt not tempt the pt 
Lord thy Gd; or whether he ſpoke it prophanely, as Fir 
not being willing to try or truſt the Lord, and commit m.. 
the event of that buſineſs unto him, becauſe he had 8 
reſolved to ſend to the king of Aria for help, I ſhall _ thi 
not now diſpute; the prophet ſharply reprehends him, de 
and tells him, though he would not aſk a ſign, yet God he 
would give a ſign, he would do it voluntarily and of M. 
his own accord; A virgin ſball conceive and bear a be 
fon, c. as if he had fad, you think God is not able 1 
or willing to fave you from theſe two kings, be will the 
give you an inſtance of greater power and goodneſs than the 
this, he will ſend the Meſſiah that ſhall fave you from this 
worſe and greater enemies than thoſe; be will worka = me: 
miracle, to cauſe woman to conceive without any con- £90, 


junction with man, and therefore he is — able to ſave 
you out of the hands of theſe men; he wi n 
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R 
his word concerning his giving his Son to fave you 
from your ſins; much more will he make good his 

word concerning the ſaving you from the hands of your 
* * © * 7 Py 
R. 7. We conceive this prophecy 'doth no way 
relate be birth of Jeſus of We we know thi | 
Matthew ſo applies it, but we think impertinently; for 
the birth of the child here promiſed, was to be a ſign to 
Ahaz of his deliveraace from thoſe two kings that now 
came up againſt him; and of this, the birth of Jeſus (if 
he were the Meſſiah) was not a proper pledge or aſſu- 
rance, becauſe he was not born till ſome hundreds of 
years afterwards.” . | | 
Mr. B. lt is not unuſual for thoſe things to be pro- 
miſed for ſigns, which do not exiſt in themſelves, until 
after the accompliſhment of thoſe things whereof they 
are ſigns ; inftances of this abound in ſcripture, ſee Exod. 
111. 12. God there tells Moſes that this ſhould be a ſign 
that he had ſent him 'to Pharaoh, the children of Iſrael 
in after-times, ſhould ſerve him upon that mountain, 
where now he appeared to him. A further inſtance of 
this you have in I/. vii. 10. though the thing itfelf in 
its exiſtence cannot be made a ſign, yet it may in the 
promiſe and prediction of it; hereby their faith is con- 


_ firmed who live in the time of the actual accompliſh- 


ment of ſuch promiſes. And as to the caſe in hand: 
God doth here aſſure Abaz and the houſe of David, 
that he would as certainly make good his promiſe in 
delivering them from the hands of thoſe they feared, as 


he would fulfil that great promiſe of bringing forth the 


Meſſiah, and that in a miraculous way, for that he ſhould 


be conceived and born of a virgin. 
R. J. But pray, Sir, conſider what follows; that 


the deliverance here promiſed from thoſe two kings, yea, 


their ruin and deſtruction, were to be wrought before 
this child ſhould come to the years of diſcretion, which is 


meant by his knowing to refuſe the evil and chuſe the 
good.“ | 


Mr. B. . It does not appear that he ſpeaks afterwards 
in the ſixteenth verſe, of the ſame child that he doth in 
this fourtecath verſe ; it is eyident he makes uſe of _ 
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cher word in the Hebrew, and it is more than probable 


that he ſpeaks of another child; if you look into the be- 
ginning of the chapter, you ſhall find the prophet (and 


that by the ſpecial command of God) took with him 


Shear Jaſpub his own ſon, when he went with this meſ- 
ſage unto the king. This you may ſuppoſe, was for 


' ſome particular reaſon, or end, in the meſſage which he 
was to deliver; his ſon being then but a child, could be 


of no uſe in that whole tranſaction, unleſs it were to be 
an inſtance of ſomething to be ſpoken or done; and 


doubtleſs this ſon of his, was the young child he there 


intends and inſtanceth in, before whoſe growing up to 


ears of diſcretion, thoſe kings of Damaſcus and: Sama- 


ria ſhould be deſtroyed. | 


Vet, if you ſhould quarrel with this interpretation, 
there is no force in your objection; for this phraſe doth 


imply no more but this, thatin as ſhort a ſpace of time 


theſe two kings ſhall be deifroyed, as any child, or this 


promiſed child, when he ſhall be born, ſhall come to the 
uſe of reaſon and underitanding.” | 


R. J. © Suppoſe I ſhould grant what you ſay, yet 


this prophecy is not for your purpoſe ; for the word that 
you render a virgin, doth ſignify any young woman, 


whether ſingle or married: nay, in the Proverbs of So- 
lomon it is uſed for a harlot. I do not ſee, therefore, why. 
you Chriſtians ſhould put ſo much ſtreſs or weight up- 


on it.“ 


Mr. B. 4 If this cavil hath any truth in it, I will 
yield the cauſe. There are but two ways to know the 
ſigniñcation of a word; either it muſt be from the 7 8 

* 


mology, or conſtant uſe of it ; as to the etymology of 


word, you know it is from Alam, which ſignifies to hide; 
which in Niphal is hidden or kept cloſe. Hence is A. 
mah a virgin; and ſhe is fo called from her being un- 

known by man, or trom the cuſtom in thoſe eaſtern - 


countries, where virgins were hid and kept cloſe from all 
common converfation The Grecians alſo, for the 


| ſame reaſon, called virgins, Recluſes, or perſons ſhut up- 
This then is the derivation of the word, and it properly 


fignithes an unknown and an untouched virgin. As to 
the conſtant uſe of it, I can boldly affirm, that where- 
| ; 5 8 | ever 
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ever you meet with it in ſcripture, it hath the ſame ſigni- 


fication. It is ſeveral times uſed in the ſcripture in this 
ſenſe, and in no other: as for that place in the Proverbs 
(I know what you mean) it is in chap. xxx. 12. here is 
the ſame word, and-*t muſt. ſignify, ſay you Jews, in 


this place a harlot : but we Chriſtians ſee no neceſſity of 


it; we think an unſpotted virgin is here alſo intended; 
and that Agur intends nothing elſe, by what he ſays of 


her, but the way and manner of men in uſing crafty de- 
vices to corrupt virgins, and to compaſs their Juſt upon 
them: this is ſuch as a good man is 1gnorant of. Thus 
you ſee; that if you conſider the word either in its deriva- 
tion, or conſtant ſignification, it muſt be underſtood of an 
unſpotted virgin, and no other. And that it ſhould be ' 
underſtood in this place, I have yet a further reaſon, be- 
cauſe it is ſome miraculous thing which is above, and 
contrary to the ordinary courſe of nature, that is here 
ſpoken of; and therefore tis uſhered in with a note of 
attention, Behold! and it is given by God himſelf as 4 
miraculous ſign, as great or greater thun Aha cquld 
have aſked, either in Heaven or in Earth: and therefore 
it is ridiculous to underſtand it (as you Jews would have 
it) of an ordinary conception end birth, or, of another 
woman's conceiving and bearing a ſon; how could that 
be a prodigy or a miraculous ſign, which was done every 


haur in the day ?? - | 


R. J . But fill this cannot be meant of Jeſus the | | 
ſon of Mary, becauſe the name of this child was to be- ; 


Immanuel. 


Mr. B. By what I have already heard from you, I 


take you to be a man of greater reading and underſtand- 
ing, than to think there is any force in this objection; 
when the prophet ſays his name ſhall be called Immanuel, 
he intends what he ſhall be and do, and not what he 


ſhall commonly be called or named. The plain meanin 
is, he ſhall be Immanuel, that is, God with us, or G 
and man in one perſon; and his work ſhall be to recon- 


cile God to man, and man to God. Pray, Sir, let me 
deſire you to look a little further, and you will find in the 
the ninth chapter of this prophecy, a parallel place; tis 


ſaid in verſe 6, that unto us a child is born, unto us a 


wy ſon 


Ap | C903. 
fon. is given, the government ſhall be upon bis ſhoulders © 
and his name ſhall be called Wonderful, Counſellor, the - 
mighty God, the everlaſiing Father, the Prince of peace. 
This is a manifeſt prophecy of the Mefliah ; but do you 
think that theſe are his proper names? or rather is not 


i this the meaning, that he ſhall be all that is there expreſ- 
ſed? and how. often in other places is a thing faid -to be 


called, that which it is in its being, quality, or creation ?” 
R. J. « I am amazed at your anſwers! I made no 
doubt of wreſting this ſcripture out of your hands. 
„ e a aibk Boer #0 0h 
3 Mr. B. The promiſed Meſſiah is deſcribed inthe- 
J third place, as. by the manner, fo by the place of his 
birth. This was foxetold by the prophet Micab, chap. 
i v. 2. to be Bethlehem Ephratah ; the words are theſe, 
. They... Bethlehem Ephratab, though thou be little a- 
; maize the thouſands of Judab, yet out of thee hall he 
come forth unto. me, that is to be ruler in Iſrael; whoſe * 
goings forth hare been from of old, from the days of t- 
N  ternity. That the Meſſiah is here ſpoken of, is the ac- 
br edgment of the Jews themſelves. The Chaldee © 
it Paraphrafi thus reads the words, Out of thee all 
„ come forth to me the Meſſiah, wha ſball have the rule. 
1 Tbat the place of the, Meſſiah's birth 1s here propheſied 
| of, this alſo is acknowledged by the Jews, as well as the 
Chriſtians, + when . Herod of old demanded where the 
i} Chriit ſhould be born, the chief prieſts and ſcribes affirm- 
i ed (and that unanimouſly) that he was to be born at Beth- 
been, and proved what they affirmed by this prophecy | 
of Micah. That Jeſus our bleſſed Saviour was born or. 
brought forth at Berh/ehem, is too manifeſt to be denied: 
the wonderful providence of God in brin ing this about, 
is not to be paſſed over in ſilence, 7066 (his ſuppoſed 
father) and Mary his mother, lived in Galilee in a mean 
condition, and had no, deſign, either of, dwelbng in 
Bethlehem, or taking a journey thither. But about that 
ſeaſon, when the was big with child, there went out a 
decree, from Ceſar Auguſtus, that all perſons ſhould be 


taxed, and they muſt repair to the city or village to which KF 
they belong, in order thereunto; this brought 7oſeph and * 


Mary at this time to Bethlehem : this ſhewed to what 


houſe and lineage they belonged, even that of Dew 5 


„ | 
I faid before. It was God furely that put this into Cz/ar”s 
mind, or elſe why could they not have been taxed in the 
places where they dwelt ot reſided: but to Bethlehem 
they muſt come, and that for a double reaſon (which 
the only wiſe God foreſaw): firſt, that they may be pub- 
lickly enrolled for branches of David's family, and 
then ſecondly, that Jeſus might be brought forth there, 
according to this prophecy. - Let thisbe further noted, 
that an end is now put to the Jews expectation of another 
Meſfiah, becauſe Bethleheni is long ſince utterly deſtroy- 
ed, and is now neither great nor ſmall in the thouſands 
of Judah. If thiere be no ſuch place as Bethlehem, it 
is ridiculous in the Jews to expect the Chriſt from thence.” 
R 3 
Mx. B. Ihe promiſed Meſſiah is deſcribed in the 
fourth place, by his offices which he ſhould execute : the 
firſt is that of a king. In the place but now cited out of 
Micah, he was to be ruler or king in Iſrael. Zach. ix. 
9. Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Sion, ſhout O daugh- 
ter of Feruſalem, thy king cometh unto thee, he is juſt, 
and having ſalvation, Jowly, and riding upon an aſs, 
and upon a colt the fool of an aſs. You Jews expect a 
pompous: prince or king, that like another Alexander 
ſhall war with the nations of the world, and as a triumph- 
ing conqueror overcome them: that ſhall redeem you out 
of your ny AY in all lands, and reſtore you again to 
your own land. Do but ſearch the ſcripture, and you 
will find no promiſe of ſuch a prince or king; he is loæu- 
ty, faith Zachary, riding upou an aſs he confeſſed in- 
deed he was a king, but withal, he ſaid, his kingdom 
eas not of this world ; no, as it is an everlaſting, ſo it 
is a ſpiritual kingdom; he rules in the hearts of his fub- 
jets; he makes them a willing and obedient people in 
the day of his power ; he makes all his ſubjects Feth 
and hath provided for every one of them a kingdom, The 
ſecond office is that of a prieſt; Dawid ſpeaking of him 
in Pfſal. cx. ſays, thou art a eric fer ever after the 
order of Melchizedeck. His prieithood was not tempb- 
rary, as Aaron's was, but it is an everlatting and unchange- 
able prieſthood: the high prieſt of old was but a type of 
him; he offered up himſelf to God and the father, a ſa- 


criſice 
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crifice of a ſweet ſmelling ſavour ; by which offering 6 
hath per fected for ever them that are ſandified, 1 8 
made reconciliation for their fins. He by-his own blood 
(not the blood of bulls and goats, which could not Poſ- 
fibly take away fins, but by his own blood) is entred into 
the holy place, (not that made with hands, which alſo was 
but a agure or type, but) into Heaven itſelf, where he 
apriars in the preſence of Ged for us. 
 . The third office is that of a prophet; ſo Moſes told 
© your fathers of old, Deut. xvii. 18. That God would 
rutſe them up a Prophet from among their brethren," like 
unto him, and he would put words in his mouth, and 
be ſhould ſp:ak all that he ſhould command him; and 
evhoſoever hd not hearken to his words, God Er 
require it of him. The accompliſhment of this excel- 
lent prophecy is in the perſon of Jefus of Nazareth ; 
he was not only anointed to be a king, and a prieſt, but 
a prophet too ; he was raiſed up from amongſt your bre- 
thren (as you have heard; ) he was like unto Moſes : 
the other prophets that ſucceeded in their ſeveral genera- 
tions, were none of them like unto him; they inſtituted 
no new laws or ordinances for the worſhip and ſervice of 
God ; they all built upon that foundation which he laid; 
this honour God conferred u ;pon Moſes, to be a lawgi- 
ver to his people: but now, in after-times there was a 
; prophet to ariſe, which ſhould be like unto him; and the 
ſimilitude conſiſted mainly in this, that he ſhould make 
new laws and ordinances in the Church And who was 
this prophet, but the blefſed Jeſus ? he hath revealed the 
mind and will of God in another manner than ever Moſes 
did]; he hath diſcovered the myſtery and meaning of all 
the moſaical ordinances and inſtitutions ; their nature, uſe 
and end, were muck upknown to your fathers, though 
they were daily converſant in and about them. 
I dare affirm, that we have thouſands of illiterate per- 
| ſons among us chriſtians, that can give a far better ac- 
count of the uſe and end of all the moſaical rites, inſtitu- 
tions and facrifices, than the moſt learned Nabbins that 
ou have, or that your church ever had ; and having un- 
yailed and aboliſhed the old, he hath ſuperinduced new 


ordinances and inſtitutions, ſuch as are more eaſy and 
| Intelligible, 
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intelligible, and better ſuited to the adult ſtate of his 
church and people; and in this he hath ſhewed "himſelf 
a prophet'like unto 7 * yea, a greater prophet than he: 
and with this agrees tlie teſtimony of the ancient Jews. 
The Author of Sepher Rfahim, thus writes, in all that 
ſpace of time, wherein the prophets followed Moſes, in- 
Lil the ceaſing of prophecy, there was none like unio him; 
but hereafter ſhall ariſe a prophet (even the Meſſiab) 
who ſhall be like him, yea, a greater prophet than Moſes 
avas, Now to'clofe my diſcourſe upon this head, let me 
ſhew you how the commination contained in this prb- 
phecy is fallen upon your people and nation. God doth 
here threaten, that he ab require it of him, or them, 
who ſhall not bearken to the words of this prophet. There 
is evidefitly a Meioſis in the words, that is, there is more 
implied than is expfeſſed: the meaning is, that he Will 
utterlydeſtroy or feject ſuch for their diſobedience. How 
ſadly is this fulfilled in the event? your fathers, who for 
deſpiſing and diſobèying the former prophets, were only 
for a ſeaſon cortected and chaſtened, and after a while 
delivered again out of their greateſt miſeries ; they 'and 
their children, for their diſobedience to this prophet, are 
utterly cut off and exterminated; fo ſeverely hath God 
required this at their hands.” | | | 
N. 7. Pray, Sir, go on.“ 5 
Mr. B. « I hall add but one deſcription more of the 
2 Meſſiah; he 1s in the fifth place defcribeq by 
his great ſufferings which he was to undergo in the days 
of his fleſh. The Jews, as I faid before, expected a con- 
quering, and not a ſuffering Meſſiah ; nothing could be + 
more contrary to their expectation, than a Meſſiah that 
ſhould live in a low and mean condition, fubje& to all the 
miſeries of this life, and at laſt to death itſelf; therefore 
this note or deſcription of him, is more fully aſſerted tian 
all the reſt: this was more than implied in that firſt pro- 
miſe or prophecy, where the Lord ſays, that the ſerpent 
ſhould briiiſe his -hzel. - Tis worthy of our obſervation, 
that all the particularities of Chriſt's latter ſufferings, even 
thoſe that ſeemed to be moſt caſual, were foreknown of 
God, and foretold in his word. As for inftance, his be- 
ing betrayed by one of his 2 familiars and followers ; 
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of this David "OM as a type of Chritt, Phat xh. 5 


Mine ewn familiar friend in whom 1 truſted, which did | 


. eat of my bread, hath lifted up his heel againſt me. See 
further in P/a/. lv. Again the felling him for Thirty 
pieces of ſilder (which was the goodly price he was priz'd 
at) and the uſe that this money ſhould afteward be put to, 
(even to make a purchaſe of a potter's field) this was ſpo- 


ken of by Zacbariab, Chap, xi. 12, 13. Again, the flight 


of his followers, and their forſaking him, were foretold by 
the ſame prophet, Zach. xiii. 7. Awake, O ford, 
_ againſt my ſhepherd, and 2 the man that is m 0 

_ tow, faith, the Lord of hoſts ; ſmite the ſhepherd an the 
feep ſball be ſcattered. Again, the ſevere and ſordid 
uſage he met with by being icourged, buffeted, and ſpit 
upon, was alſo propheſied of, Iſa. I. 6. there the Meſſiah 
is brought in ſpeaking after this manner, The Lord hath 
given me the tongue of the learned, &c. and then it fol- 
. lows, [gave my back to the ſmiters, and my an” to 
them that plucked off the hair ; I hid not my 2 ace from 
fame and ſpitting. Again, his death was foretold by 
Daniel, that it ſhould be a violent death, Dan. ix. 26. 


Aſter threeſcore and two weeks fball Meſfiah be cut off, 


but not for himfe!f. Again, his being lifted up upon a 
croſs, that was pretigured and foretold by Moſes when he 
tied up the ferpent in the wilderneſs; and by David, 


when ſpeaking in the perſon of Chriit, he ſays, Plal xxii. 
] 4 All my bones are out of joint. Again, the piercing 


of his hands and feet, were ſpoken of in the ſame P/alm 
. vert. 16. | They Alert my hands and my feet. And 


Zachary ſpeaks how the Jews in the laſt daysſhall look on 


bin whem they hawepierced. That paſſage about their 
parting his garments, was predicted in the ſame P/alm, 
verſ. 18. They parted my garments among ſt them, and 
ea/t lots upon my veflure. In that Pſalm alſo you will 
find a prediction of that cruel mocking and deriſion that 
he met withal, verſ. 7. All they that fee me, laugb me 
to ſcorn, they ſhoot out the lip. * ey ſhake the head, ſay- 


ing, he truſted in the Lord that he ents deliver him, let 


tim deliver him, ſeeing he delighted in him. Yea, that 
bitter cry that came from him upon the croſs is recorded 
in this Pſalm, v ver. 1. My God, my G. why haſt thou 


forſaken 


1 . 
forſaken me ! Yea, in their giving him gall and vineger 
to drink, that alſo is fore-ſpoken of Pſalm Ixiv. 21. They 
gave me alſo gall for meat, and in my thirſt they gave 
me vinegar to drink, All theſe things were done, not 
only to ſatisfy the luſts and wills of men, but to fulfil the 
Scripture, the word of God. There is one place in //aiah, 
Chap. lin, of that prophecy, that ſpeaks more amply of 
this ſubject, and indeed it ſeems rather to be a hiſtory, than 
a prophecy, of Chriſt's ſuffering. It begins with a de- 
ſcription of his mean and low condition; He ſhall grow 
up as a tender plant, not as a tall and ſtately Cedar ; but 
as a ſhrub or tender plant ready to be cropt by every beaſt 
and to be trod under by every foot: and as @ root out of 
the dry ground; this may reſpect the family of Jo/eph 
and Mary, out of which he ſprang, and the low and con- 
temptible condition thereof; he was ſo unſuitable to the 
expectation of the Jews, who looked for a Meſſiah (as I 
ſaid before) that ſhould be a temporal monarch, ſhining in 
_ outward glory, and ruling with viſible power and great- 
neſs ; that when he came, they hid their faces from him, 
they 2 him and eſteemed him not; when they ſaw 
him, he had uo form or | aria fer which they ſhould 
 defire him. In the next place the prophet deſcribes his 
ſufferings and afflictions, and this he doth in great variety 
of expreſſions; he {ſpeaks of him, as a man of ſorrows, and 
acquainted with grief, who bore our griefs, carried 
our ſtrrows, was ſmitten of God, and affiifted ; who 
was wounded for our tranſgreſſions, bruiſed for our ini- 
Juities, the chaſtiſement of our peace vas upon him, and 
with his ſtripes we are healed : all we like ſheep have 
gone aſtray, and the Lord had laid on him the iniquities 
of us all. He was oppreſſed, and he was afflited, yet be 
opened not his mouth ; he is brought as a lamb to 'the 
Slaughter, and as a ſheep before her ſhearers is dumb, ſo © 
he opened not his mouth. He wwas cut off out of the land 
of the living, for the tranſgreſſion of my people was he 
' frricken. It pleaſedthe Lord to bruiſe bim: he hath put 
him to grief. He hath poured out his ſoul unto death : 
be was numbred with tranſgreſſors, and he bore the ſins 
of many. I ſhall not ſtand now to open all theſe prophe- 
ucal paſſages, and apply them to Chriſt. Tis the man- 


. ner 
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- - ner of the prophets to ſpeak of things to come, as if they 
were paſt or preſent; and that is the reaſon why 1/aiah 
ſpeaks all along in the paſt or preſent tenſe. I his is 
ſuch a prophecy of Chriſt as belongs to him, not only pro- 
perly, but immediately. In ather places and prophecies 
7 n the Pfalms) Dawid or ſome. other as a 1 
1 


4 


of Chriſt is ſpoken of in the firſt-place, when the Met 
is principally intended, but here it is quite otherwiſe, 
_ Chriſt himſelf is immediately ſpoken of: that the Meſhah 
is here intended, is confeſſed by your ancient maſters ; - 
the Chaldee Paraphraſt expreſly names the Meſſiah, and 
interprets tlie whole chapter of him. So do the Targum 
and the Talmull itſelf. In Alſbech, on the very place, it is 
thus written, that i: is concerning Meſſiab the King tbat 
- theſe words are ſpoten; and this, he ſays, is determined 
y our miaſters with one conſent. In vain therefore do 
ſome later Jews attempt to make Fo ah or n or + 
the whole body of the nation, the ſubject of this prophe- 
cy. To which of theſe can all or any indeed of the fore- = 
mentioned paſſages in any tolerable ſenſe be accommoda- 
ted? Rightly therefore doth one call this chapter of c 
Iſaiab, the terture or rack of {re feat Rabbins. Hul- t 
frus, the Hebrexw profeſſor in Breda, informs us, in*a-trea- h 
tiſe of the Fewvi/h theology, how ſome Jews. told him ſ 


that their maſters could eaſily have extricated themſelves. E 
from all other places in the prophefs, if 1/aiqh in this . 
place had but held his peace: though that was but a vain Ht 
boaſt, becauſe other prophecies (ſome of which you have #1 
now heard) areas perplexing to them as this. Yet it ap- mm 
_ pears by their own confeſſion that this prophecy doth: tr 
greatly hamper and entangle them. Yea, the very read-, Xu 
ing and peruſing of this place of ſcripture (which is ofie ch 
cauſe why I am ſo long upon it) hath been a means of Bu 
converting many Jews to the chriſtian religion. Hear tre 
the confeſſion of Johannes Iſaac, a German Jew, and fro 
afterwards a chriſtian profeſſor at Cologne, Anno 1558. rea 
This, faithyhe, I do ingeniouſly profeſs, that the f cer 
third of Iſaiah did draw me to the chriſtian faith for phr 
more than a thouſand times have I read that chapter tho- in h 
rough, and I have accurately compared it with many app, 
tranſlations, and have found that there is a hundred times ener 
; : e 
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bei, 


more myſtery concerning Chriſt contained in the Hebrew 


text than can be found in any other tranſlation; and then 


he declares howat Frankfort, he diſputed with five Rab- 


bins, and from this very chapter did fo ſtop their mouths, |. 


that they had not one word to anſwer. Andradius tells 
us how he knew: ſeveral Jews inhabitants of the inner 
Africa, who, by reading and ruminating upon this very 


ſcripture, were induced to leave their friends and eſtates, 


and with inflamed defires to conſecrate themſelves to 


Chriſt: he adds, that he aſked ſome of them what it was 
in that fifty third of Iſaiab, that wrought ſuch a convic- 


tion upon them? they anſwered, that one paſſage did 


more touch them than all the reſt : and that is the clauſe 


which we tranſlate ſmitten of God and afflicted; the 


words are murke elohim umeunne, which they faid were 


thus to be rendred, God himſelf. vas ſmitten and humb- 


led. By which words they aſſured themſelves the whole 


chapter wasto be underſtood, not of a man, butof God 
himſelf made man, thathe might bear and blot out our ſins. 

Let me add but one thing more, that the holy prophets 
of old did not only foretel the humiliation, but the exal- 
tation of the Meſſiah ; all which prophecies alſo have 
had their accompliſhment in Jeſus of Nazareth con- 
ſult 7/a. Ixiit. 1, 2, 3. ho is this that cometh from 
Edom, with died garments from Bozrah ? this that is 


glorious in his apparel, travelling in the greatneſs of his 


firength ? T'that ſpeak in righteouſneſs, mighty to ſave! 


' Wherefore art thuu red in thine apparel, and thy gar- 
ments like him that treadeth in the wine-fat ? I hawe 


trodden the wine-preſs alone, and of the people there 
was none with me. This obſcure prophecy, by many 
chriſtian expoſitors, is applied to the paſſion of Chriſt. 


But Rabbi Samuel, a converted Jew, in a little Arabick 


treatiſe doth learnedly apply it to the exaltation of Chriſt ; 
from him I firſt learned the interpretation, and for that 
reaſon I chooſe to urge it ; though fince I find that Mer- 


cer and others have expounded it the ſame way. All the 
- Phraſes in this prophecy ſpeak forth the triumph of Chriſt 


in his reſurrection and aſcenſion ; he is glorious in his 
apparel, as being dyed or ſtained with the blood of his 
enemies; his garments are like him that treads in the 
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= ele, when the juice of the preſs d grapes is ſprinkle 


upon him that preſſeth them; he is travelling in tbe 


EFreatneſs of his ftrenęth; chat is, ſtrongly conquering 
and dei oying all his adverfaries. Under the names or 


Edom and Pozrah are ſet out his univerſal conqueſt and 


triumph over all his and his church's enemles; he is migh- 


ty to ſave and to defend all thoſe that truſt in him, and rely 
upon him; he does not ſay pailively, that he was trodden 


in the wine-preſs alone, but actively, that he trod the 


wine-preſs alone; all his adverſaries were under his feet; | ; 


and therefore it tollows, Twill tread them in nine anger, 
and trample them in my fury: theirolio˙ ſhall he 
ſprinkled upon my garments, &c. There are in that 
one book of the Pſalms moſt clear prophecies of Chtiſts 
8 in all the branches of it. 

David ſpeaks of his reſurrection, Pſal. xvi. 10 
This wilt not leave my ſoul in hell, nor fuffer thine holy 
One to ſee corruption; this he ſpake of the reſurrection 
of Chriſt, knowing that God had ſworn with an oath to 
him, that of the fruit of his Joins according to the fleſh, 
- hes would raiſe up Chriſt to fit upon his throne. He 
could not ſpeak this of himſelf; for after he had ſerved 
his generation by the will of God, he fell on ſleep, and 
Was laid unto his fathers, and ſaw corruption; but now 
for Chriſt, he roſe again from the dead, and ſaw no cor- 
ruption. 

2. Again David ſpeaks of his aſcenſion, Plal, lxvũi. 
18. Thou haſt aſcended on high, thou haſt led captivi- 


© ty captive, thou haſt received gifts for men," yea for the | 


rebellious alſo, that the Lord God may dvell among 

them, The Pſalmiſt here ſpeaks to God; and it muſl 
be underſtood, ſaith Rabbi Samuel (in the forementioned 
dook) of God in our nature; for God, conſidered in Kis 


divine nature and eſſence, can neither deſcend nor 


aſcend. 
3. Again, David ſpeaks of his ſeſſion at the right hand 


of God, Pfal. cx. 1. The Lord ſaid unto my Lord, Sit | 
thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy ; 


Dotftool. By David's Lord here we muſt underſtand 


the Meſſiah, who, though in reſpect of his human 8 . 


⁰ Dec ſon, yet, in reſpeR of his divine nature, was 


Davids 
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David's Lord. This Chriſt then, WhO is the eternal 
ſon of God, being made fleſh, and having aſſumed our 
nature into a perſonal union with his Godhead, in that 
nature which he graciouſly aſſumed, he ſuffered and 
made ſatisfaction f Ir; our ſins, and in that nature - he 
aſeended into heaven, and ſat down at the right hand of 
the Majeſty on high, from hence he will one day come 
again to judge the quick and the dead. 
Both time and 2 would fail me to cite all the . 
prophecies of tue Meſſiah that are in the law of Moſes, 
and in the prophets, and in the Pſalms, much more to ex- 
pound and apply chem. Several of the moſt conſiderable 
] have a little touched upon, and have ſhewed you "ons; { 
they are verified--and fulfilled in Jeſus of Nazareth ; 


which was the thing to be demonſtrated.” 


R J. Sir, your arguing hath not only filenced me; 
but i — . meaſure convinced me. I know not whats 


le matter, 1 find a ſtrange and unwonted working with. 


in me.“ 

Mr. B. Tale heed of ſmothering and ſtiling con- | 
victons 3 ſome of your:fathers have donè ſo to their coſt... 
Be not aſhamed; to be truth s capti ve, and to be conquered 
by it. Truth is mighty and will prevail. What if. if 70 
ſnould from this jou forward ron a chriſtian ? you 


will never repent it. And let me tell you, you are not the 
firſt of your nation that hath ſo done. At the fuſt pub- 
| liking of the Goſpel of Chriſt, though the moſt of your 


nation perſiſted in unbelief, yet many Nas believed, 
and repented, and were baptized; and in later times we : 
are not without inſtances of this very thing. I told xo 
but now, of ſome, and I can (if need be) give you a liſt of 
a great many more. In the year 13 10, Nicholas de Iyra, 
Fw a Jew became a chriſtian, and hath written - 9091 199 
ent treatiſe, proving by irrefragable arguments, that 
Meſſiah is . — — is to be expected. 
About that time Paulus Bungenſis turned chriſtian alſo, 
and wrote againſt Fudaifſm. Elias Lewita, commonly 
called the Grammarian, left his Rabbiniſm, and entred 
the church of Chriſt i by baptiſm, Hyg thirty Jews 
more with him to be: baptized, about the year 1517. 


Hioronimus de ſancta fas ben 


Was 


many things againſt his old miſbelief. Antonius Marga- 


and pen againſt the Jews. Erneſtus Ferdinandus, of a. 


convinced and perſuaded that Jeſus is the Meſſiah, though 
they do not openly profeſs it. Will you give me leave 


"Tis 


was converted to chriſtianity, and wrote a book called 


Hlebræomaſtix, or the Jews ſcourge ; in which he whips 


them with their own Talmud and approved Rabbins, . 
making their own authors to prove that jeſus is the 
Chriſt. When this book was publiſhed in Spain, it is 
reported, that by the convincing arguments therein con- 
tained, above five thouſand Jews were turned to the faith. 
One Paulus Ricius in the court of the emperor Maximi- 
lian, of a Jew was converted to chnſtianity, and wrote 


rita, converted in heart and baptized, converts his hand 


Jew, became a profeſſor of the chriſtian faith, and writes 

a book which he calls Flagellum Judæerum. Paulus 
Weidnerus turned to chriſtianity, and in his writings hath - 
called upon his backſliding brethren the Jews, and having 
found Jeſus himſelf, bid them come and ſee. I could 
tell you of Chriſtianus Gerſom, and Emanuel Tremellius 
(who hath worthily contributed towards the tranſlation of-. 
the bible) with many others. And I doubt not but there 
may be many thouſands of your nation, that ate greatly 
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to relate a ſtory that I have met with in the writings of 
Epiphanius, a credible and renowned author; it is con- 
cerning one Jeſeph, a Jew, who lived in the days of 
Conſtantine the great. This learned and worthy perſon | 
doth ſolemnly proteſt he had it, in order, as he relates it, 
from . own mouth. This Jae lived with the 
patriarch of the Jews, called Ellel. The patriarch being 
ready to die, ſends Joſeph to the biſhop of Tiberias, to 
deſire him to come to him, under pretence of his being 
his phyſician. The biſhop coming to him, he beſeecheth 
him to baptize him; whereupon the ſervants are com- 
manded to make ready ſome water, as if it had been for 
ſome medicinal uſe, and then they were all commanded 
to withdraw. Joſeph looks through ſome crevice of the 
door, and ſeeth the biſhop baptize the patriarch. Three 
days after, the patriarch dying, bequeathed the tuition of 
his ſon (not yet of age) to Foſeph and another. Theſe | 
things ſtuck in 7oſeph's mind, and made him W to 
. | : | | ow 
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had now. the keys of, he opens it, and findeth no mo- 
ney, but the Goſpel of Jobn, and the Acts of the Apaſ= 


tles, tranſlated into Hebrew, and with them Matthew's 
genealogy. The reading of theſe increaſed his perplex- 


ities, but yet did not perſuade him to be baptized, After 
this, he fell into a ſore and dangerous diſeaſe, and he ap- 


prehended that Chriſt appeared to him, telling him, he 


ſhould recover, and exhorting him to believe in him; 
which he promiſed to do, and recovered ; but continu- 
ing obſtinate, he fell ſick again, and that ſo deſperately, 
that they aad no hope of his life. The Jews coming 


about him to perform thoſe ceremanies, and give that ad- 


vice which they uſe ta do to dying perſons, one of the 


chief of them (an ancient man, ſkilful in their law) 
came to him, and whiſpered theſe words in his ear; 


Believe that Jeſus, wha was. crucified under Pontius 


Pilate, being the ſan of Gad, and afterwards born of 


Mary, is the Chriſt of Gad, and was raiſed from the 


dead, and ſhall come again to judge the dead and liu- 
ing. And thus Jofeph came to know, that among their 
laſt myſteries, the Jews ſecretly perſuaded dying men 


to believe in Jeſus. There is a great deal more in the 
ſtory, which I have nat leifure now to write. It ends 
thus: that Chriſt appeared again to him in a viſion, and 
gave him power to work a miracle for his conviction, 
and ſtill he delayed, till at laſt being advanced by the 
young patriarch Judas to a place of rule, he exerciſed 
ſo much ſeverity over the wicked priefts, that they con- 


ſpired againſt him, and ruſhing one day into his houſe, 
they find him. reading the goſpels and ſnatching the 
book out of his hand, they drew him to the ſynagogue, 


and ſcourged him, till the biſhop. of the city came and de- 
livered him. After this, meeting him on the way, they 
caſt him into the river Cydrus, and thought they had 


| drowned him; but being delivered, he then delayed na 


longer, but profeſſed himſelf a Chriftian ; and fo went ta 
Conſtantine the emperor, and told him all that had befal- 


len him. The emperor _ eſteemed him, and 2 | 


know more of the chriſtian religion. And there being a 
certain ſecret place of ſuppoſed treaſure, which Joſeß) 


I 
| 
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him power to build churches among the Jews; which 

was all that he deſired. OPT e, os 
To conclude, I look upon theſe and ſuch like particu- 

lar converts amongſt the. Jews, to be only as firſt-fruits ; 
we Chriſtians, expect, ere long, a full harveſt in the con- 
verſion of your whole nation. We believe, as well as you, 
that there are many promiſes and prophecies concerning 
the Jewiſh nation, that have not yet had their final ac- 

compliſhment; give me leave to read ſome of them, 1/a. 
xi. 11, 12. 13. It ſhall come to paſs in that day, that 

_ the Lord ſball ſet his hand again the ſecond time, to re- 
cover the remnant of his people which ſhall be left, from 
Aria and from Egypt, and from Pathros, and from 

Cub, 2 Elam, and from Shinar, and from Ha- 

from the i 


math, an lands of the ſea. And he ſhall ſet 
up an enſign for the nations, and ſhall —_— the out- 
caſts of Iſrael, and gather together the diſperſed of Ju- 
aah from the four corners of the earth. The envy alſo 4 
Epbraim ball depart, and the adverſaries of 8 I 
ſhall be cut off : Ephraim ſhall not envy Judab, and 
Judab ſhall not dex Ephraim. You may read much 
more to this purpoſe in chapters Ix. and Ixii. of 1/atah's 
prophecy, Ezek. xxxvil. 21, 22, 23, 24. Thus ſaith the © 
Lord God, Behold, Twill take the children of Iſrael 3 | 
among the heathen whither they be gone, and will ga- 
ther them on every fide, and bring them into their own 
land. And I will make them one nation in the land upon 
ihe mountains of Iſrael, and one king ſhall be king to 
them all: and they ſhall be no more two nations, nei- 
ther ſhall they be divided into tao kingdoms any more at 
all. Neither ſhall they defile themſelves any more with 
their idols, nor with. Weir deteſtable things; but I avill 
ſave them out of all their dwelling-places wherein they 
bade finned, and will cleanſe them: ſo ſhall they be 
ay people, and I will be their God, And David my 
ſervant ſhall be King over them, and they all ſhall have 
one ſhepherd. Hoſea iii. 4, 5. The children of Iſrael ſhall 
abid: many days without a king, and without a prince, 
and without a ſacrifice, and without an image, and 
awithout an ephod, and without teraphim. Afterwards 


Gall the children of 1ſrael return, and ſeek the _ 
„ their 
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their God, and David their king, and ſhall fear the 
Lord and his goodneſs in the latter days. Zach. x. 6, 7, 
8. I will ſtrengtben the houſe of F and I will 
ſave the houſe of Joſeh, and I will bring them again 
to place them, for I have mercy upon them : and they 
ſhall be as though I had not caſt them off : for I am the 
Lord their God, and will hear them. And they of E- 
phraim ſhall be like a mighty man, and their beart 
ſhall rejoice as through wine : yea, their children ſhall 
fee it, and be glad. I will hiſs for them, and gather 
them, for I have redeemed them : and they ſhall increaſe 
as they have increaſed. They ſhall remember me in 
Far countries, and they ſhall live with their children, 
and turn again. 1 will bring them again alſo out of the 
land of Egypt, and gather them out of Aſjyria, and I 
vill bring them into the land of Gilead and Lebanon, 
and place ſhall not be found for them. And I will 
| flrengthen them in the Lord, and they ſhall walk up and 
down in his name, 2 the Lord. Theſe and ſuch 
| like prophecies are the ground of our faith and prayer, 
for the calling and converſion of your nation. To which 
1 may add, that the fame thing is foretold in the wri- 
tings of the Apoſtles of our Lord. Paul tells us, that 
blindneſs in part is happened to Iſrael, until the fulneſs 
F the Gentiles be come in; and fo all Iſrael 2 be 
ſaved. For proof of which, he cites a paſſage in 1/aiah, 
where it is written, there ſhall come out of Sion the De- 
 liverer, and ſhall turn away ungodlineſs from Jacob. 
He ſays, The caſting away of the Jesus, was the recon- 
ciling of the Gentil ; but the receiving of them again, 
ſhall be life from the dead. He ſays further, that they 
are beloved for 1 ale: and if they abide not 
in unbelief, though they are now cut off, they ſhall be 
 graffed in; for God is able tograff them in again, aud 
though to this day, when Moſes is read, there is a vail 
upon their hearts : yet nevertheleſs, they ſhall turn again 
unto the Lord, and the wail ſhall be taken away. There 
is then a greater accord between you and us than you 
are aware of. Setting aſide thoſe fooliſh dreams that 
ſome of you have, about enjoying ſenſual pleaſures, as 
Behemoth, Zix, the wine o Paradiſe, and the — 3 
a 4 N there 
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there 3 is nothing i in your own expeQations, but we e be- 
lieve you ſhall be partakers of Nay, we ſuppoſe you 
may return to your own land, enjoy great riches, and rule 
in the world; and be filled with the light and knowledge 
of the will and worſhip of God, fo as to be a guide, bleſ- 
ing, and reviving to the Gentile churches ; but all this 
ve ſay, muſt como to paſs in God's own appointed ſea- 
ſon. When the time, the ſet time is come, then will 
God take away the vail from before the eyes of your na- 
tion and people, and incline their hearts to receive and 
believe in him, whom their forefathers rejected. Then 
Hall be fulfilled that which is foretold by Zachariab, the 
ophet, They ſhall look upon him whom they pierced, 
7 3 they ſhall mourn for him, as one mourneth for "th 
only ſon, and ſhall be in bitterneſs for him, as one that 
1s in ae for his firſi-born. 
WH Þ ir, your words carry a kind of chart in | 
them: I think (were it not for one thing) I ſhould forth- 
with become a proſelyte to the chriſtian faith and name.” 
Mr. B. Pray what is that?” 
£44: © 7. + £6] wil be plain with you, it is the idolatry of 
the chriſtians. Tehowah is a jealous God; our fathers 
- have ſmarted for giving Bis glory to another. Tis is 
the abominable thing that God hates. You may imagine 
t is no ſmall offence to us Jews, to ſee as great, or greater 
idolatry among the chriſtians than is among the very Pa- 
gans. How oft have I ſeen them worſhiping a water, 
which they ſometimes call the Hoſt, and ſometimes the 
body of Chriſt? and I have heard it determined in one 
of their councils, which, I think, they call the council of 
Trent, That all chriſliansought to give the ſame worſhip 
to it, which they give to God himpelf. Now, though 
vou think we Jews have no faith yet we have ſo much 
ſ:nſe and reaſon, as to know a wafer-cake is not the 
bleſſed Jehovah. And. pardon the expreſſion, we think 
it no leſs than. horrid blaſphemy to call it fo, and no other 


a than groſs idolatry to worſhip it as ſuch. | 
+ Again, you chriſtians worſhip the croſs F Chriſt, that 


is, a piece of wood with a croſs upon it; for as to the 


very croſs on which he was crucified, we ſuppoſe that is 
not among and if i Were, we think it ** = 
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you ſhould bow down to it and worſhip it. Surely the 


eathens worſhiping ſtocks and ſtones was not more di- 
rect idolatry. Your Paul hath ſaid, a crucified Chriſt is 


a flumbling-block to the Fews ; J will aſſure you, the 
- adoring of a croſs or a piece of wood, is a greater ſtum- 


bling-block than the other. Again, you worſhip men 
and women that are deceaſed, whom you call your ſaints ; 


| theſe you do not only deſire to pray for you, but you alfo 
direct your prayers unto them; aſking of them the ſame 
bleſſings and favours as you do of God himſelf, and which 
are beyond the power of any creatures in heaven or earth 


to give. To theſe you build temples, erect altars, burn 


Incenſe, make vows and promiſes, and the like. And, 
which is more than this, you adore and worſhip the very 
images and reliques of ſuch. We Jews are better inſtruct- 


ed than to adore any image either of a creature, or of the 


Creator himſelf. We have the ſecond commandment of 


the holy law of God in high eſteem, though you have ſin- 
fully laid it by, and made an irrational, ridiculous diviſi- 
on of the tenth commandment, that you may till keep 
the number of ten. We look upon it as a pitiful evaſion, 


a ſilly ſalvo, to ſay you do not worſhip the image, but God 


in it; or that your worſhip terminates in God and not in 
the image. The Pagans knew as well as you that their 


images were not gods. themſelves, and they worſhipped 
them not as gods, but as the repreſenters of ſome deity. 
So ſome of them have expreſly ſaid, It is the gods that we 


worſhip by images. They were not ſo ſimple, as to think 
there were as many Jupiters or Apollos, as there were 
images of them in the world. When our fathers fell into 
idolatry, and made them a golden calf, it is evident they 


Intended to terminate their worſhip in God, and to adore 
him under that ſymbol of his preſence: they were not fo 
ſottiſh, as to think that the calf that was newly made, and 


that of materials which they brought out of Egypt, was 


that God that made them, and brought them out of the 


land of Egypt and yet this is their language concerning 
the image they had formed. Theſe are thy gods, O Iſra- 


. el, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt : 
which can bear no other ſenſe, but that they took it for 
the ſymbol and repreſentation of that God that brought 
them thence. And the 22 why they pitched * 
. 1 cal 
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calf for much 2 repreſentation, ĩs this, becauſe they hit | 
lived long in Egypt, where golden bulls were the ſymbol 
of their chief —1 Oris. 1 
| I need not further to dilate upon chis matter: you ag 
ly underſtand what J mean; it is your idolatry in the- 
foreme particulars that makes us irreconcileable to 
the chriſtian religion. We have learned to ſhun this abo- 
mination, for which God was angry with our fathers, 
and ſo angry that he hath viſited this iniquity upon their 
children unto many generations. Some of our maſters 
have faid, that there is no puniſhment upon N but 
there is till an ounce of the golden calf in it; that is, G 
doth ſtill remember againlt us the idolatry of our drs 
thers, to puniſh us for it. We are reſolved therefore to 
| keep at the greateſt diftance from this ſin, and to have 
nothing to do uy the chriſtians, Gllthey keep themſelves 
from idols.” | 
Mr. B. «It is too manifeſt to be denied, that there is 
too much of idolatry practiſed amongſt many that call 
— chriſtians; and God forbid that T ſhould once 
my mouth to vindicate or ber their miſcarriages {| 
in chis Kind: but yet you muſt give me leave to inform 
you, that the Holy Catholick Church, or the generality of 
chriſtians, do as ee deteſt this abominable practice, as 
vou Jews do or can; it is only found with a ſchiſmatical 
ke or party amongſt us, to wit, the Papifts. Theſe are 
They (as I told you at our former meeting) that have abuſed 
the hap and ſcandaſized infidels with many forged and 
AQitious miracles; and theſe are they likewiſe that defile 
themſelves, and offend the Jews with their idolatrous 
Practices: you know better than to impute the miſbeha- 
viour of a particular ſect of chriſtians to the chrĩſtian reli- 
gion in general; it is as if we ſhould impute the miſtakes 
of the Sadducees to the whole nation of the Jews, and ay 
they all deny there is any reſurrection, or angel, or ſpirit, 
be cauſe this was the folly and milbelief of that particular 
Jed. The Papiſts — us, are ſuch as the Sadducees, 
or rather the Sæmaritans were among the Jews, wha 
A poſtattz d and revolted from the true religion, and wor- 
| they knew not what ; and of whom it is recorded 
4a the ſcripture, That they feared the Lord, and ſerved 
heir own pods. "Tg the Papiſts are Chriſtians in 
name 
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7 Clarke 00 Ci 2 thee chriften regten - The hele 
' chriftian world cry out upon them, for reviving and eſta- 
_ blifhing the idolatry of the Heathens in the-charch'of 
Chriſt. The Pagan idolatry was the ſampler and pattern 


of popiſh idolatry, and the one is exactly parallel with the 


other. Hefiod, Plato, Plutarch, and the other heathen 
authors, have given us an ber re of the — * theelo- 
gy and idolatry; how they acknowledged and adored an 
inferior fort ol deities, which they called Dæmons, which 
were a middle ſort between the ſovereign heavenhy gods 
and mortal men. That theſe Dæmons, as to their origi- 
nal, were the deified ſouls of worthy men, and great He- 


roes, after their death; (though ſome of them were of a 
fuperior quality, and were never impriſoned in mortal bo- 
dies); that as to their office, they were as agents or medi- 
ators between the ſovereign gods and men; that the way 


of worſhiping them, and of receiving benefits by them, 
was to bow down to their images, and to adore their re- 


liques, to temple them, and the fike. All this is imitated 


and upheld by theſe Papiſts in their worſhiping (as you 
have noted) of faints, their reliques and images. As for 


their idolatry in worfhiping a wafer, or a cup of wine, 


ttuhat alſo may be reduced to image-worthip, as being the 


adoration of a fign or ſymbol ; and to ipeak freely, I think 


it a degree above the abomination of the Pagans; for 


though pofſibly, they ſuppoſed ſome preſence of "their 


Daæmons in their images, yet they oould not be ſo blockiſh 


as to think the images and fymbols to be tranſubſtantiated 


into them. Nevertheleſs the idolatry of this wicked ang 
antichriſtian crew, may ferve to eſtabliſh, rather than ſtag- 9 


er, your faith iq the belief of the Goſpel and of the Ne-. 
eſtament, ' becauſe therein it was foretold, that in the 
latter times fuch a generation fhould ariſe, as ſhe ald 
apoſtatixe from the faith, and give heed to ſpirits er- 
ror, and doctrines of Demons, DIDASKALTATS 
DAIMONLON; fome render the words, Do&rmeswf 
Dewils, but they are better rendered, doctrines of, or 
concerning Dæmons; the genitive caſe (as ſome have 


of thoſe doctrines; fo that it is a plain prediction of the 


reviving of the Gentiles idolatrous theology of Dzme 
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amongſt a ſort of revolting and apoſtatizing Chriſtians, ag 
the papiſts are; and the event hath anſwered the pro- 
phecy. And to the ſame purpoſe I might ſhew you 135 ; 
Rome, the chief ſeat of this Pſeudo-chriſtian, or antichriſ- 
tian ſect or party, is called Babylon more than once in 
the ſcriptures of the New Teſtament, yea, great Baby- 
on, the mother of harlots, and abominations of the 
earth. Babylon, in the letter, was the parent or foun- 
der of the werſhipping of Dæmons. Baal or Bel, the 
firſt king of Babel after Nimrod, was the firſt that ever 
was deihed or reputed a god after his death ; thence af- 
_ terwards they called all other Dzmons 1 tis 
Vith reſpect hereto that Rome is called myſtical Ballon; 
. from thence proceeds all this idolatrous and Dzmon-wor- 
. ſhip, for which you are ſo offended at the chriſtians. The 
. apoſtle John, in the book called his Rewelation, doth 
| — tell us, that the Chriſtian Church (which he calls 
the holy City) ſhall be trad under foot by the Gentiles for- 

_ ty-two months, that is, it ſhall be overwhelmed with the 
Gentile idolatry. And again, he ſpeaks of a huge army 
that ſhall come upon the chriſtian world, and deſtroy a 
third part of men (which we take to be meant of the Oz- 
toman or Turkiſh invaſion, which hath ſwallowed up ſo 
great a part of Chriſtendom) ; and yet for all this, thoſe 

Which remain will not repent of their fins, that they 
- ſhould not worſhip Demons, and idols of geld and filver, 
and braſs, and ſtone, and of wad, which neither can 
ſee, nor hear, nor walk ; no, they are hardned in their 
wickedneſs and idolatry, and no plagues or judgments of 
God upon them will turn them from it. But whither 
. hath my zeal againſt this popiſh and peſtilent ſect carried 
me? I pray you, Sir, to believe, that all Chriſtians are 
not Papiſts, or popiſh idolaters; tho” they abound ſtill in 
ſome countries (in which it may be you have been moſt 
. converſant, as I remember I hinted to you at our laſt 
meeting), yet, bleſſed be God, of late years they are 
greatly dimimſhed. Time was when the moſt of theſe 
European nations did drink of the wine 72 the wrath o 
this myſtical Babylon s fornication, and the kings of the 
earth did commit fornication with her; but now they 
begin to hate her, and many nations, and million of par- 


- ticular chriſtians are come out of her; 3 this is the happy 
Fele 
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caſe of the city and nation in which you now reſide. I 
appeal to you whether you have ſeen or heard of any of - 
the forementioned 1dolatries fince you came hither. Let 
this therefore lie no longer as a block or ſtone of ſtumb- 
ling in your way. The Lord cure you of this and all o- 
ther prejudices againſt Chrift and Chriſtianity ; O that 

he who ſo loved the world, as to give his only begotten 
fon, would give you to believe in him, that /o believing 
in him, you might not periſh, but have everlaſting life. 
This is that flone which was ſet at naught of you buil- 
ders, and is now become the head of the corner; nei- 
ther is there ſalwation i in any other, nor any other name 
under heaven given among men whereby they may ve 
aved.” 

0 R. J. < Sir, 1 amobliged to you for your patience and 
pains tn hearing and anſwering my I have this 
to requeſt of you, that you will pleaſe to tell me your 
name, and the place of your abode, and give me and 
ſome others leave to wait upon you, to receive informa- 
tion about ſome particulars which are not proper at chis 


time and place to be propoſed.” 


Mr. B. told him this name, and where he dwelt, and 


added, that he ſhould be heartily glad to ſee him, and any 


he ſhould bring with him, at Ins houſe; and did hope 
they ſhould be better acquainted. Upon this they ſalu- 
tedeach otherin a friendly fort, and the company broke 
up and departed, Father §. and Mr. B. tarried a while 
behind; and when they two were alone, Father S. gave 
Mr. R. his hearty thanks, and told him, that he was now 
farther ſatisfed that the principles and Practices of the 
Roman Catholicks were a means of hare and ſcan- 
dalizing the poor Jews; that he, for his part, lor that and 
other reaſons, ſhould forthwith tocenks a Proteſtant ; but 
that two things did retard his converſion. | 

1. The diviſions that were among the Proteſtants; he 
did not know to which party (they were ſo many) he 


ſhould betake himſelf. 


2. The dangers he ſhould incur from the Papiſts; and 


particularly from thoſe of his own fraternity, the Foſwits, 


vo would certainlyſome time or other aſſaſſinate or mur- 
ther him. This being their avowed principle, that _— 


Se 7 


ful to kill any man that ſhall forſake his order, and publiſſi 
the crimes of his ſociety, if there be no other means to 
—agder han. 5 beg 7 
Mr. B. told him he did not queſtion the removal of theſe 
two remoras. As to the firit, ſaid he, which is, the diviſi- 
ons amongſt the Proteſtants, it is grounded upon a miſre- 

_  preſentationor miſtake. lam able todemonſtrate that there 
is a greater union among the Proteſtants, than among the 
Papiſts: if you peruſe the ſeveral confeſſions of faith in all 

the reformed churches, you ſhall find no material diffe- 
rences; they all accord in the main articles of religion, or 
in thoſe points which are the vitals and eſſentials of the 
chriſtian faith; their differences are about church- diſci- 
pline, and modes of worſhip, for the moſt part; wherein 
each party, according to the light they have received, en- 
dea vour to come the neareſt they can to the rule that Chriſt 
hath preſcribed; it is true, there are many heterodox, 

heady, high-minded, half-witted perſons that go under 
the general name of Proteſtants, ſuch as Seekers, 
Socinians, &c. which we diſown; and they are no more 

of us than they are of you: nay, we have good reaſon to 


r ea... 


believe, that theſe upſtart ſects among us, are of your be- lik 
petting; therefore it is meet that you ſhould father them. W. 
Though the Proteſtants go under ſeveral denominations, an 
as Calviniſts and Lutherans abroad, and as Epiſcopalians, ſtr 
Preſbyterians, and Independents here at home; yet it is idle fer 
and ridiculous to think that, becauſe they are of theſe ſe- it: 

veral denominations, they are of ſeveral religions. Do you me 
- like to have it ſaid there are many different religions in Pa 
the papacy, becauſe there are found many different orders 1 
- and denominations therein, as Thomiſts, Scotifts, Feſuits, run 
is Janſen s, Moliniſts, Dominicans, Franciſcans, and the ter 

like? We ſhould be ſorry to hear of ſuch differences and I 
- diviſions among us, as are among the ſeveral parties in the all 
church of Rome. How great are their differences about It c: 

matters of order and government? The controverſies be- aſſa 

tween the Conformiſts and Nonconformiſts with us, are uph 
not like the controverſies between the Regulars and Secu- to f 
lars with them about epiſcopal juriſdiction. Again, how and 
great are their differences about matters of faith and doc- a pr 


- trine? They are utterly divided and diſagreed about that ther, 
| : | ery ; 
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very power in which they ſhould unite, and which, they 
pretend, ſhould agree them in other things: one half of 
them are for the ſovereignty of a Pope above a Council, 
and the other of a Council above a Pope. The Pope's 
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perſonal infallibility is a great article of faith among the 


Jeſuits, when others in the Roman church (and thoſe per- 
ſons of no ſmall note and name) declare it to be downright 
hereſy. It is a matter of faith with the Dominicans, that 
all perſons (Chriſt only excepted) were born in ſin; but 
others contend earneſtly for the immaculate conception 


of the virgin Mary; it is a matter of faith with the Janſe- 


. 


niſts and Dominicans, to attribute unto God predetermi- 


nation, and the only praiſe of con g grace ; but the 


Jeſuits and Moliniſts are otherwiſe opinioned. The deli- 


verance of ſouls from purgatory by the prayers of the liv- 


ing, is a matter of faith in the church of Rome; but I can 
tell you of ſome great names (members of that church) 


who ſtiffly deny it, and ſay it was a novel opinion intro- 


duced by Gregory the firſt, againſt the conſent of antiqui- 
ty. What need more inſtances! you may find many ſuch 


like in the Janſenian's Myſtery of Feſuits; the book is 


worth your reading, the author a Papiſt, and a man of note 
and learning. The caſe being thus, it ſeems ſomething 


ſtrange that you ſhould be ſo much ſtumbled at the dif- 


ferences amongſt the Proteſtants ; when I can eafily make 


it appear (as have done in part already) that there is far 
more unity and concord among them, than among the 


Papiſts. 


As to the ſecond obſtruction, which is the danger you | 


run by renouncing Popery, from thoſe of your own fra- 


1. That this practice and principle of the Jeſuits makes 


all ſober men to abhor the popiſh religion; they conclude 


it cannot be the true chriſtian religion, for that needs not 


aſſaſſinations, murthers, and ſuch like wicked artifices to 


uphold and propagate it. God will have no man or men 
to ſpeak or act wickedly for him : their religion is vain, 
and their damnation is juſt, who do apparent evil under 
a pretence they may do good thereby. This conſideration, 


therefore, iriſtead of delaying, ſhould haſten your renun- 
_ ciation of Popery and Jeſuitiſm. 


2. All 


ternity: I have three things to offer for the removing of it. 
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* . ven ieh lite itlelf for his Ale He Ts 0155 us A | 
dehuat if am man come to him, ang hate nat his own 1 
1 He cannot be. bis diſciple, And again he faid, oF Rathe 
9 


* that will ſave bis life, ſhalloſe it; and hhoſgeorr avill | 


. loſe bis life for his jake, ſhall ſave it, Pray ophider, 
if. you — ONE to this degree. of ſeli-denial, to + 


he willhs to loſe and lay down your life for Chriſt, uu 


a Eon. 
by | 2 2 but a nominal chriſtian, and an hypocrite; ; and 
i . We matter not (as to your eternal ſalvation) whether | 


you continue a papiſt, or become a proteſtant. Re 
3. There are a al proteſtant princes and ftates, who a 
| al; protect you, and fecure you from the rage and ma- 

- lice of theſe — Jeſuits. You now reſid jn 3. pro- 
| teſtantkingdom,and under 3 proteſtant king, om hom, 
in ſuch a caſe, you may expect ſufficient countenance 

Feather S. after a ſhort pauſe, thus replied: “ Sit, . 
am abundantly beholden to yon for your free and. n 
liar — me, for which F ſhall ever honour and 
eſteem you: Vou have. ſpoken much in a little, and fully 
removed thoſe ' two blocks that IL mentioned, as lying 
in my way. I ſhall ſhortly vifit you (with yaur leave) at 
your owin hauſe;: and there adviſe farther with you about - 
the things we have now.diſcourſed.”. Mr. B. ld him, 
be ſhauld at any time be heartily welcome to him; and 
ſa- they parted. I could: wiſh yell behind a: curtain. 
When they have their next meeting. If thisnccount ma 
be of uſe to yourſelf, or any other; it is a n * 
er o , hea is, dear 1 | . 
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